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“[Robert -"'-"1'L'N:!J'i"|'-.ll';i] contends the story of
how ‘the best and brightest’ got it wrong
in Vietnam has not been told.

But David Halbersta m. wl]u s:[_'.:plin_'d
that ironic phrase to his rendering of the tale
twenty-three years ago, told it better.”
—Max Frankel

The New York Times Book Review
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David Halberstam : The Best and the Brightest before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Best and the Brightest:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Another winner......By John R. DrakeAnother winner from
Halberstam. Most readers of this book will be young enough to have missed the personal detailsin this book but that
just makes it more historically pertinent. A must read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Total
StoryBy Metromikel chose the five star rating because this book is truly fascinating. | could not believe the research
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that Mr. Halberstam did. This book truly details how a nation as great as the United States can be lead severely astray
by its Best and Brightest.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. David Halberstam outdid himself with this
work. Published in ...By J ZuluDavid Halberstam outdid himself with thiswork. Published in 1972, and therefore
dated, it is no less engaging and enlightening. Anyone studying the Vietham war will be doing a disservice to their
education if they fail to include this book in their reading. Incredibly well researched and definitive. It isamust read!

"A rich, entertaining, and profound reading experience." -- The New Y ork Times'[ The] most comprehensive saga of
how America becameinvolved in Vietnam. It is also the Iliad of the American empire and the Odyssey of this nation's
search for itsidealistic soul. THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST is almost like watching an Alfred Hitchcock
thriller." -- The Boston Globe"Deeply moving . . . We cannot help but feel the compelling power of this narrative. . . .
Dramatic and tragic, a chain of events overwhelming in their force, a distant war embodying illusions and myths,
terror and violence, confusions and courage, blindness, pride, and arrogance." -- Los Angeles Times'Most impressive,
superb -- perceptive, literary, multidimensional." -- The New Y ork Times Book Review"A story which every
American should read." -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch

"For anyone who aspires to a position of national leadership, no matter the circumstances of his or her birth, this book
should be mandatory reading. And anyone who feels a need, as a confused former prisoner of war once felt the need,
for insights into how a great and good nation can lose awar and see its worthy purposes and principles destroyed by
self-delusion can do no better than to read and reread David Halberstams The Best and the Brightest."--from the
Foreword by Senator John McCain"The most comprehensive saga of how America became involved in Vietnam. . . .
[Itisaso Thelliad of the American empire and The Odyssey of this nations search for itsidealistic soul."--The
Boston Glaobe" Seductively readable. . . . [1]t is a staggeringly ambitious undertaking that is fully matched by
Halberstams perfor-mance.”--Newsweek"A rich, entertaining, and profound reading experience."--The New Y ork
Times From the PublisherThe Vietham War has seemed more shadowy and cinematic to me than anything else for
most of my life. | was born during the Watergate Hearings. My generation was touched by the war in Vietham, but
only in the sense that our parents were part of it--whether they marched for peace or served in the military or fell
somewhere in between. But unlike the Baby Boomers, we are not defined by the war--it, literally and figuratively, did
not make us. So, as a consequence, when | think of the Vietnam War it is the images that the generations before me
created that come to mind--Apocalypse Now, Full Metal Jacket, Platoon...When | read The Best and the Brightest, that
all changed. For thefirst time, | understood. No matter what your position may have been or may be, this book fully
and expertly explores the American foreign policy decisions and actions that led to this war and its execution and
paints a clear picture of its catalytic role in the shaping of today's America.-Kelly Lamb, Marketing CoordinatorFrom
the Inside Flap"A rich, entertaining, and profound reading experience.” -- The New Y ork Times'[ The] most
comprehensive saga of how America became involved in Vietnam. It is also the Iliad of the American empire and the
Odyssey of this nation's search for itsidedlistic soul. THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST is amost like watching an
Alfred Hitchcock thriller." -- The Boston Globe"Deeply moving . . . We cannot help but feel the compelling power of
thisnarrative . . . . Dramatic and tragic, a chain of events overwhelming in their force, a distant war embodying
illusions and myths, terror and violence, confusions and courage, blindness, pride, and arrogance.” -- Los Angeles
Times'Most impressive, superb -- perceptive, literary, multidimensional." -- The New Y ork Times Book "A story
which every American should read." -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch



