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Raymond E. Brown : The Birth of the Messiah: A Commentary on the Infancy Narratives in the Gospels of 
Matthew and Luke (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Birth of the Messiah: A Commentary on the Infancy Narratives in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300140088


the Gospels of Matthew and Luke (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The BEST starting point to understand the infancy narrativesBy 
DoctorDWhether you are Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, whatever, this book is the place to start for anyone 
interested in the gospel infancy stories. Brown carefully analyzes chapters 1 and 2 of Matthew and Luke to show us 
the many, many quotes and allusions to the Old Testament they contain and the message the infancy narratives are 
intended to deliver. After all, what exactly were the reasons these chapters were included?The book is accessible and 
useful to readers of all levels from the interested layman to the hardcore scholar. The scholarly notes he includes on 
each verse can easily be skipped and left to the specialist.Brown follows his usual rules of analysis: each gospel is 
analyzed independently and the reader is always cautioned not to read into one gospel what is present in the other; and 
he only uses material that was present at or near the time the gospels were composed. Any commentary or 
interpretation that was composed after 100 AD is not allowed. And by following these guidelines, the two gospels can 
be seen even by the ordinary reader in a whole new light.After the book proper, Brown includes a series of appendices. 
Here one can zoom in on the most controversial aspects of the two infancy narratives: were there actually wise men? 
Was there actually a census? Was Jesus actually illegitimate?Finally, for the second edition, Brown reviewed the 
literature in the field that was published in the ~18 years after the book first appeared. He must have been rushed as his 
writing does not display his typical grace. And while interesting, the bottom line is that he has found very little to 
change his views from the first edition.I read Browns Death of the Messiah before reading this one (even though Birth 
was written earlier). He is much more judicious in his use of language in Birth of the Messiah since some critical 
theological points arise in the infancy stories. He has a nuanced understanding of the Bible and should not be missed 
by anyone.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Another Great Work by BrownBy inahutAgain Brown 
enthuses my mind and heart with his intelligent and thoroughly intelligible and utterly faith-filled scholarship. I have 
attended his lectures, I have served at his celebration of the Eucharist, I saw and heard his careful and happy witness to 
the Catholic faith. This work came later for me and continues what he did before. One can read the Patristic literature, 
one can attend Mass and partake in the Eucharist, and when one does the former alongside such study as this book 
offers faith is enhanced beyond expectation. No sentimental drivel here, no hiding behind childhood education in the 
faith, this is real food for the full grown.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Rodrigo 
Hayvard BosoniA can't miss for anyone with a real interest in the historicity behind the nativity narratives.

The truth behind the Gospel accounts of the Nativity, updated to include the latest research--a classic by a renowned 
scholar, hailed as "masterly" and "definitive" in the original edition.

"A line-by-line exegesis . . . that not only synthesizes a generation of modern scholarship but also provides a coherent 
and compelling explanation of what the stories of Christ's birth were meant to convey. . . . Brown manages to rescue 
the Christmas story from both the contempt of experts and the sentimentality of naive laymen. . . . Ordinary Christians 
can thank this priestly scholar for helping them to put the adult Christ back into Christmas."Newsweek 


