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to Jewish Studies (Bloomsbury Companions): 

The Bloomsbury Companion to Jewish Studies is a comprehensive survey of of the field past, present and future. 
Providing an overview of the key theoretical and methodological issues, as well as practical guidance on researching, 
it is the ideal guide for advanced students in Jewish Studies.Topics covered include:- The Hebrew Bible- Medieval 
Jews and Judaism- Judaism and Modernity- Gender and Judaism- Judaism and Material CultureSurvey essays from 
internationally-renowned scholars and teachers including Sergio DellaPergola, Elie Rekhess, and Leonard J. 
Greenspoon. Providing overviews of Jewish history and the development of Judaism, The Bloomsbury Companion to 
Jewish Studies also guides students through central issues that cut across historical periods. Practical tools include a 
period-specific bibliography, a chronology, maps, and a glossary of key terms and concepts. This is the essential guide 
for all students exploring the rich and dynamic field of Jewish Studies.

This fine volume offers a general survey of the field of Jewish studies in its present state. After a general introduction, 
the editor provides a set of chapters, each with its own outline, that examine current scholarship in the traditional 
periods of Jewish history (biblical, rabbinic, medieval, early modern, and modern). In a second section, contributors 
look at the field from the vantage point of the new disciplinary developments, including gender studies and material 
culture. The last chapter examines Israel studies as a field in it own right. The chapters, each written by a specialist, 
are clear, thorough, and bibliographically rich. Here and there one might quibble with the interpretation of some point, 
but the book overall is reliable and accessible. A final section ("Resources") provides maps, a time line, a glossary, 
lists of recommended readings for each chapter, and an index. This section makes the book usable even for those who 
might find the chapters themselves a bit too rich to digest. This is a valuable book for any library that serves readers 
interested in the field of Jewish studies or any of its subfields R. Goldenberg, emeritus, SUNY at Stony Brook, 
CHOICEAbout the AuthorDean Phillip Bell is Provost, Vice President, and Professor of Jewish History at Spertus 
Institute for Jewish Learning and Leadership, Chicago, USA. 


