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Martin Luther : The Bondage of the Will  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Bondage of the Will: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Grewat bookBy William B.The book arrived in great condition. It is 
a great book and it delves into an important question. "Do we have free will?" Particularly, it addresses whether we 
can choose to follow God. Luther's position is that we can't and that we are in bondage to sin and to the devil, unless or 
until God intervenes and sets us free from that bondage to Satan. It is God's prerogative and His choice - it is not even 
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something that we can choose. The book addresses and refutes another book written to ascribe "free will" to mankind. 
Luther says, "No, we, our wills, are in bondage."0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good, but not easy 
to follow for us average peopleBy JRiquelmeNot easy to read. I got the feeling that for reading Lutero you must have a 
high IQ, not easy to follow his path while coming to a conclusion, but the effort brings you a lot of value. Good for 
brick lovers2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Think you Got Free Will? Think Again.By John 
KilpatrickDeep discussions and writing against Erasmus and the theory that men, by free will, can accept or reject 
Christ. It is man's decision not God's. WRONG! Man's supposedly free will can only choose what sin they want to 
engage in. For any man to be saved, God must intervene since man, dead in sin, cannot and will not submit to God 
who must free man from the bondage of his own will. John Kilpatrick.

The Bondage of the Will is fundamental to an understanding of the primary doctrines of the Reformation. In these 
pages, Luther gives extensive treatment to what he saw as the heart of the gospel.Free will was no academic question 
to Luther; the whole gospel of the grace of God, he believed, was bound up with it and stood or fell according to the 
way one understood it. Luther affirms our total inability to save ourselves and the sovereignty of divine grace in our 
salvation. He upholds the doctrine of justification by faith and defends predestination as determined by the 
foreknowledge of God.This accurate translation by J. I. Packer and O. R. Johnston captures the vitality of Luther's 
treatise, thereby conveying its relevance to our lives today. The translators write, "Do we not stand in urgent need of 
such teaching as Luther here gives us--teaching which humbles man, strengthens faith, and glorifies God?"

From the Back CoverThe Bondage of the Will is fundamental to an understanding of the primary doctrines of the 
Reformation. In these pages, Luther gives extensive treatment to what he saw as the heart of the gospel.Free will was 
no academic question to Luther; the whole gospel of the grace of God, he believed, was bound up with it and stood or 
fell according to the way one understood it. Luther affirms our total inability to save ourselves and the sovereignty of 
divine grace in our salvation. He upholds the doctrine of justification by faith and defends predestination as 
determined by the foreknowledge of God.This accurate translation by J. I. Packer and O. R. Johnston captures the 
vitality of Luther's treatise, thereby conveying its relevance to our lives today. The translators write, "Do we not stand 
in urgent need of such teaching as Luther here gives us--teaching which humbles man, strengthens faith, and glorifies 
God?"About the AuthorJ. I. Packer, considered one of the most influential Evangelicals in North America, is the 
Board of Governors' Professor of Theology at Regent College in Vancouver, British Columbia. His many books 
include Knowing God and Keep in Step with the Spirit. 


