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Gavin K. Watt : The Burning of the Valleys: Daring Raids from Canada Against the New York Frontier in the 
Fall of 1780  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Burning of the Valleys: Daring Raids from Canada Against the New York Frontier in the Fall of 1780: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Book on the Mohawk Valley CampaignBy Stephen 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1550022717


Michael KeyerExcellent Book on the Mohawk Valley Campaign...great information on key engagements and troop 
types and numbers. Mr. Watt's constant pro-loyalist feelings however seem to pop up throughout the book giving 
justification to their cause. I liked it anyway!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Burning of the Valleys 
by Gavin WattBy barbetExcellent book with very thorough research on the Revolutionary War. The author gives a 
solid review of events leading up to, during and following the raids in the Mohawk and Hudson Valleys of New York. 
A "must read" book for anyone interested in learning more about the history of New York and everyday life of the 
courageous settlers who lived there in the 17th and 18th centuries. As a history buff I highly recommend this book if 
you want to learn more about our country's history.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Unique!By Lady 
Catherine DBGot this for my dad as a birthday present, turns out his website was one of the sources for it! Pretty 
pleased that he enjoyed the book and that it was historically accurate.

In the fifth year of the War of Independence, while the Americans focused on the British thrust against the Carolinas, 
the Canadian Department waged a decisive campaign against the northern frontier of New York. Their primary target 
was the Mohawk River region, known to be the "grainbowl" that fed Washington's armies. The Burning of the Valleys 
details the actions of both sides in this exciting and incredibly effective British campaign. General Frederick 
Haldimand of Canada possessed a potent force, formed by the deadly alliance of toughened, embittered Tories, who 
had abandoned their families and farms in New York and Pennsylvania to join the King's Provincial regiments in 
Canada, and the enraged Six Nations Iroquois, whose towns and farmlands had been utterly devastated by 
Continentals in 1779. The Governor augmented this highly motivated force with British and German regulars and 
Canadian Iroquois. In October, without benefit of modern transportation, communications or navigational aids, four 
coordinated raids, each thoroughly examined in this book, penetrated deeply into American territory. The raiders 
fought skirmishes and battles, took hundreds of prisoners, burned forts, farms, and mills and destroyed one of the 
finest grain harvests in living memory.

"[Watt's] descriptions of the raids are clear, concise. And easy to follow. What emerges from them is the combination 
of luck, wilderness skilss, and expert leadership which characterized the raids." (Canadian Military History Book 
)From the Inside FlapDetails the actions of both sides in this exciting and incredibly effective British campaign in the 
War of Independence.About the AuthorGavin K. Watt is president of the Museum of Applied Military History, a 
Canadian federation of some 450 volunteer historical animators, but he is perhaps best known as a founder and 
commanding officer of the recreated King's Royal Yorkers. In 1984, Gavin republished Ernest Cruikshank's King's 
Royal Regiment of New York, to which he added a Master Muster Roll of over 1600 men, most of whom were 
founders of the province of Ontario after the regiment's disbandment. 


