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John Vidmar : The Catholic Church Through the Ages: A History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Catholic Church Through the Ages: A History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An excellent startBy Pat QuintThis book is an excellent start to 
learning the history of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostlic Church. After reading this overview of Church history, 
one may think how in the world did this institution founded by our Lord survive for just the first few centuries, much 
less for approaching 2000 years? "Founded by our Lord" is the key...."and the gates of hell will not prevail." I highly 
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recommend this book as a "jumping off point." It only wetted my appetite for more. The author's list of suggested 
reading is worth the price of the book.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. easy to read with terrific 
additional sources at the end ...By Mom of ManyBalanced, easy to read with terrific additional sources at the end of 
the sections that recommend additional reading and videos, which Father Vidmar rates in terms of ease of use. Perfect 
for a high school history class.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. The Catholic Church Through the 
AgesBy CustomerThis book is great for all persons age twelve and above and persons of all faiths.This book got me 
excited! In one location with an easy but well documented read, one can get a good overview of the history of the 
church, which ties together culture, politics, economics, and the spirituality of the times with the development of the 
Catholic Church.The author also presents a foundation for the Reformation and the intent of Martin Luther. I found all 
the "people" (apostles, popes,saints,lay people) I thought to be important--and many more people that I had not heard 
of-- mentioned in this book.This book is an excellent beginner book for church history and a slice of what one might 
find in a humanities course. The author writes in an easy-to-understand style and supplements the text with pictures, 
time-lines, charts, and lists. The author divides the history of Christianity into six ages, which helps to organize the 
information in a way that submerges the reader into a walk with history.This book is appropriate for persons age 12 
and beyond. It can easily be read in sections. A thorough list of supplemental materials is given.My sister--who has 
shown little interest in books of this type--bought her own copy. I think she is more excited than I am!D.B.

This one-volume survey of the history of the Catholic Church--from its beginning through the pontificate of John Paul 
II--explains the Church's progress by using Christopher Dawson's division of the Church's history into six distinct 
"ages," or 350-400 year periods of time.
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