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John L. Allen : The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs to Know  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs to Know: 

27 of 29 people found the following review helpful. The Catholic Church: What Everyone Need to KnowBy Charles 
LewisJohn Allen is already known as the best English-language reporter covering the Catholic Church today. Any of 
his many books are worth reading. But his latest, The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs To Know, is fantastic. 
It is probably the greatest single resource I have found for understanding Catholicism and the Catholic Church. It's 
written in simple, question and answer style, and all jargon is explained in plain language. This book would have been 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199379807


perfect for the many reporters covering the recent conclave. But given the Church always seems to be in the news it 
should still be read by anyone in the media. For everyone else, Catholic or non-Catholic, it will increase your 
knowledge of one of the world's great institutions. Allen writes for the National Catholic Reporter. But even though 
he's associated with a Catholic paper he remains the most balanced reporter on Church issues. He never white washes 
the sins but nor does he shrink from celebrating what is great about the Church. I have read many books on 
Catholicism and the Church and this by a mile is the finest.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Recommended for anyone who wants to know how the Church ...By James F Mahon IIINo nonense overview of the 
Catholic Church. Can't think of a question that I had about the Church that it didn't answer. Recommended for anyone 
who wants to know how the Church does and does not fiction as an organization.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Sarah HardingJohn informs us about many things about the church I did not know.

Roman Catholicism stands at a crossroads, a classic ''best of times, worst of times'' moment. On the one hand, the 
Catholic Church remains by far the largest branch of the worldwide Christian family, and is growing at a remarkable 
clip. Yet the Church has also been rocked by a series of scandals related to the sexual abuse of minors by clergy, and, 
even more devastating, the cover-up by the Church hierarchy. The decade-long crisis has taken a massive financial 
toll, but the blow to both the internal morale and the external moral standing of the Church has been even steeper. 
Today, the Church has enormous residual strength and exciting future prospects, but also faces steep internal and 
external challenges. The question of ''whither Catholicism'' is of vital public relevance, for believers and non-believers 
alike. In The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs to Know, John L. Allen, Jr., one of the world's leading 
authorities on the Vatican, offers an authoritative and accessible guide to the past, present, and future of the Church. 
This updated edition includes a new chapter on the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI, the election of Pope Francis, 
and his extraordinary tenure thus far.
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