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Judith Hemmendinger, Robert Krell : The Children of Buchenwald : Child Survivors and Their Post-War 
Lives  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Children of 
Buchenwald : Child Survivors and Their Post-War Lives: 

14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. An excellent account of courage and redemptionBy Craig 
McAdieAs a collection of stories that documents the experiences of a group of boys and young men during the 
Holocaust, this book could stand on its own. However, this book goes well beyond that.At its heart, I believe that there 
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are two stories in this book. The first is an inspiring story of how the human spirit can prevail. It tells how these boys 
and young men were able to overcome not only the horror, loss, and brutality that they had experienced during the 
Holocaust, but also being told that they were beyond redemption because they had seen and experienced too much. 
The fact that they were able to go on to build happy, productive lives for themselves is, to me, absolutely amazing. I 
know one of these survivors, Robbie Waisman, and I can vouch for his warm, generous spirit and the leadership he 
brings to the community. I must admit that whenever I hear his story I shake my head: I can't believe that this boy who 
experienced the horrors of the Holocaust is the same man who today I am very proud to call my friend. He has 
inspired me to believe that no matter what happens to me, I can overcome it.The second illustrates the power that one 
person has in changing other people's lives. Adolph Hitler was successful in destroying the lives, both physically and 
spiritually, of millions. However, Judith Hemmendinger was instrumental in rebuilding the lives of these boys and 
young men; for me, she shows that if one is prepared to support unequivocally and remain confident of the potential of 
another human being, even if they are apparently beyond redemption, one can change not only the life of the other 
person, but also the community, for the better.If you're looking for a book that will inspire you, I highly recommend 
this one.

Some of the 426 child survivors of Buchenwald tell their stories, from their lives in the camp, their liberation, and their 
struggle for normalcy and emotional well-being. Foreword by Elie Wiesel Chapter on Chief Rabbi of Israel Meir Lau, 
also a Buchenwald survivor.

About the AuthorRobert Krell, is a Dutch child survivor and psychiatrist living in British Columbia. Judith 
Hemmendinger worked with many of the boys during their early period of transition in France. 


