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Warren H. Carroll : The Cleaving of Christendom, 1517-1661: A History of Christendom (vol. 4) before

purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Cleaving of Christendom,
1517-1661: A History of Christendom (vol. 4):

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. THE FOURTH OF CARROLL'S SIX VOLUMES, COVERING
1517-1661By Steven H ProppWarren H. Carroll (1932-2011) was a leading conservative Catholic historian and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0931888751

author, and the founder of Christendom College; he was a convert to Catholicism in 1968. Previously, he had aso
served as an analyst in the CIA's anti-communism division, and he also served on the staff of Congressman John G.
Schmitz. This third volume was first published in 1993. The next volume in this seriesis The Revolution Against
Christendom: A History of Christendom, Vol. 5.0f Pope Leo X, Carroll wrote, "Even the most loyal Catholics did not
think of Leo X asaspiritual man. It has always been Church teaching that the authority of any ecclesiastical officeis
not affected by the personal shortcomings of the man who holds it, but thisis not a doctrine easy for men to accept
fully, especialy in the face of a propagandist of the shattering power of Martin Luther." (Pg. 9) But even in the time of
John Calvin, "enough of Europe still remained Catholic so that, if the Council (of Trent) listened to the promptings of
the Holy Spirit, much of Christendom could still be saved.” (Pg. 284)He points out that "the total number of persons
executed as heretics during Queen Mary's reign does not compare with those executed as loya Catholics during ... the
45-year reign of (Queen) Elizabeth, despite the fact that Protestant historians have dubbed her 'Good Queen Bess' in
contrast to '‘Bloody Mary." (Pg. 251) He asserts, "The Inquisition and the Crusades ... were far better and far more
defensible than their popular image today suggests. The St. Bartholomew's Day massacre is not in that category.” (Pg.
371)Concerning the Galileo affair, Carroll points out that Galileo in his Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World
Systems:. Ptolemaic and Copernican put in the mouth of "Simplicio, adunce" arguments which Pope Urban VI1II
himself had proposed to him, and "the Pope was furious because of this." Nevertheless, he adds, "The Church never
ruled the Copernican theory a heresy"; Galileo was instead convicted of "disobedience." (Pg. 538-539) Those wanting
astrongly "conservative" Catholic interpretation of Christian history will find Carroll's series compelling (and
reassuring).0 of O people found the following review helpful. | am glad | purchased it and then the other Volumes as
...By CustomerHave not yet started to read it, finishing up on Vol# 2 whichisaVery Very interesting read so much
there that is not common knowledge.l am glad | purchased it and then the other Volumes as well looking forward to
reading them.O of O people found the following review helpful. Promising first look, great serviceBy Sissyl haven't
read the book in its entirety, but when | received it, | opened it at random and was hooked - twenty pages | ater, |
reminded myself that | had other things to do and forced myself to put it down (hence the four stars.) | now understand
why this book is well-reviewed, and look forward to using it for the rest of my daughter's history classthisyear. | was
also pleased with the quick, trouble-free delivery.

This seriesisthe only comprehensive narration of Western history written from the orthodox Catholic perspective still
in print. How would a historical narrative read if the author began with these first principles: Truth exists; the
Incarnation happened? This series is essential reading for those who consider the West worth defending.
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