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James Walsh : The Cloud of Unknowing (The Classics of Western Spirituality)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Cloud of Unknowing (The Classics of Western 
Spirituality): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Timeless Volume With The Power To Move And Enlighten 
YouBy thirdtwinA highlight of the huge Western Spirituality series. This volume since it was first written has 
achieved a universality way beyond its original (intended) limited audience due to it's clear earthy style, its lofty ideas 
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and it's concrete application compared to other books of this type. To this day its original author remains anonymous; 
his or her name lost in the mists of time or in some dusty archive somewhere- but the words and concepts here are 
timeless and as moving today as when they were first written. A must read for anyone interested in spiritual 
matters.Another volume collecting other works that many scholars feel is by the same author has since been published 
in the Western Spirituality series that really compliments this one.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. 
Helps your prayerBy knowledge seekerThis is a great book which has helped me deepen my prayers. I tried another 
edition and could get nowhere. This is written in modern english. A word of advice; skim the intoduction and read the 
Cloud itself to get an overall sense of the book. Then reread the Cloud and all the footnotes before you tackle the 
introduction. Mortimer Adler said, if you want to own a book you need to read it 3 times. That is certainly the case 
with this and it is well worth the time. God bless.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Christian 
MysticismBy D. L. ChildressThis book is an essential primer in the quest for God by Man! Christian Mysticism in 
past years has been very much misunderstood. It is time we rediscovered the treasures which have lain unseen but for 
a few for centuries. For those who have eyes to see and ears to hear this book is worth the reading, personal 
application and prominence in a library dedicated to the pursuit of God. The Cloud of Unknowing (The Classics of 
Western Spirituality)

Written by an anonymous English monk during the late fourteenth century, The Cloud of Unknowing holds an 
important place in the history of both Western literature and spirituality. Though originally intended for a select 
audience, the work's simple, engaging style has won it widespread popularity since its rediscovery more than a century 
ago. The Cloud puts forth a method of contemplation that stresses the impotence of the understanding to break through 
the cloud of unknowing that separates God and humanity. Rather, "it is love alone that can reach God in this life". In 
his preface to this volume, Simon Tugwell sums up the challenge that the author of The Cloud presents us today: "If 
we wish to follow him, we must be prepared to be taxed to the limit. But if we have the courage and the ability to 
follow him, we shall not find that our efforts has been in vain."

From the Back CoverWritten by an anonymous English monk during the late fourteenth century, 'The Cloud of 
Unknowing' holds an important place in the history of both Western literature and spirituality. Though originally 
intended for a select audience, the work's simple, engaging style has won it widespread popularity since it rediscovery 
more than century ago. 'The Cloud' puts forth a method of contemplation that stresses the impotence of the 
understanding to break through the cloud of unknowing that separates God and humanity. Rather, 'it is love alone that 
can reach God in this life.' 


