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+ A thoughtful look at the
future of Judaism and its relation
to other religions

+ A fascinating timeline
of Jewish history from Biblical
times to the present

+ Little-known facts about
Jewish traditions and symbolism
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Benjamin Blech : The Complete Idiot's Guideto Jewish History and Culture, 2nd Edition before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Idiot's Guide to Jewish
History and Culture, 2nd Edition:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great summary of jewish historyBy Phyllis N.Got logic? Jewish
survival defieslogic unless you believe in G-d. Rabbi blech does just that. Would recommend to my Christian friends
too.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A Joy to ReadBy Dirk J. Willardl read this book because my
girlfriend was Irish at the time and they seemed an interesting crowd though she's really a transplant from the
southside of Chicago.Although the history isabit one-side, it was interesting to skim through. Asaman with English
roots, | was not surprised by reading an Irishman describing the behavior of the English. We, the English should not be
too proud of our treatment of the Irish. But, as someone who's family is from Devonshire and Staffordshire, | am quite


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1592572405

familiar with the history of the Irish raiding our coastline. They posed a serious threat, in ancient past, and even to this
day, so the English dealt with them in the custom of the day: c'est laguerre, so say the French. The author is not
resentful but presents the facts honestly and, generously, as you would expect from an Irishman. Obviously, the
treatment of Irish during the Great Hunger is not to be excused and many English are rightfully ashamed of this
behavior; some are not, as | can tell you from talking to some of my English friends --- old animosities run deep.
Again, the author is clear, descriptive and fair. There were lots of side notes that were enough to fill another book. It
made for interesting reading. I'll have to try the recipe for soda bread.What was especially charming about this book
was the simple language. In the custom of the Irish, it isagood tale.l hope thisreview is helpful. If it was, please add
your vote. Thank you.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JodiFantastic book!

One of our most popular religion and history titles-updated and revised. This guide contains a complete, authoritative
account of the Jewish people- including profiles of Biblical and political leaders-and focuses on understanding the
Jewish influence on American and world culture, offering insights into the Yiddish and Hebrew languages, theater, art,
literature, comedy, film, television, and more.

From the Back CoverYou're noidiot, of course. Y ou know that Judaism began with Abraham and that Moses led the
children out of slavery in Egypt. But when it comes to knowing who Elijah, Esther, and Judah Maccabee were, and
their significance to Judaism, you feel like you've been wandering in the desert for 40 years. Don't feel Jewish guilt
just yet! The Complete Idiot's Guide to Jewish History and Culture provides you with a complete, authoritative
account of the Jewish people--from Abraham, Moses, and King David to Golda Meir, Menachem Begin, and Y itzhak
Rabin. In this Complete Idiot's Guide, you get: About the AuthorBENJAMIN BLECH, atenth-generation rabbi, isa
nationally recognized educator, religious leader, author, and lecturer. He is associate professor of Talmud at Y eshiva
University in New Y ork City and rabbi emeritus of the Y oung Israel of Oceanside congregation in Oceanside, New

Y ork. The author of Understanding Judaism and many other books, Rabbi Blech has appeared frequently on national
television and has written for a host of national magazines and scholarly journals. He residesin New Y ork City.



