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Militia Disaster in MaineBy H. M. KnudsenI found this story absolutely superb. This is a very nicely written book 
about an almost unknown piece of Revolutionary War history. I did not know anything about Paul Revere beyond his 
ride the night before Lexington and Concord, and thus the title just grabbed me. I had to find out what this court 
martial was all about?At about a quarter of the way through the story there is a quote Greenburg uses from an earlier 
Revere biographer who said Revere was not a soldier. Up to this point I learned Paul Revere was not happy that he 
could not land the type of military officers commission he thought he should have, but knowing nothing of his life 
after his famous ride, this assessment then made me very curious to see how this problem was going to unfold.It 
unfolds on the little known Penobscot Maine Campaign in 1779 undertaken by the Massachusetts militia and their 
entire colony/state navy of some 40 ships. A joint operation into difficult terrain against a determined enemy outpost 
that was certain to get powerful naval support from the Royal Navy if threatened. I wont give away the details on the 
battles, but how Greenburg tells the story of this forgotten campaign makes for very enjoyable military history writing. 
I was career Army Artillery officer, and in addition to how the campaign unfolded, I was equally curious about how 
Paul Revere, who was the Corps Artillery commander of the militia, would do as a commander of artillery and provide 
the critical fire support to the operation.I have to agree with the reviewer who was a JAG officer (Mr. Cave) at one 
time there are quite a few articles of the Uniform Code of Military Justice had they existed in the Massachusetts 
Militia in 1779 Revere would have been charged under and probably would have been convicted of violating. The 
results of the final court martial as it turned out I cannot agree with as a professional soldier. Essentially the military 
court acquitted him due to the great confusion of the defeat. Confusion as a reason is not that relevant. An officer is 
supposed to lead troops through confusion. Revere had clearly disobeyed various orders and deserted the command 
without being properly relieved by his direct superior in his chain of command, and having a replacement assume his 
command, --among doing other things unbecoming of an officer. To me, as a soldier, the most egregious was deserting 
his artillery soldiers in order to get himself home to Boston long before the privates could hobble back. That one 
would have gotten him convicted in the Continental Army and the US Army of any later period I am sure. It summed 
up for me the earlier comment that he was not soldier.This book for me also highlighted exactly the reason why 
George Washington had no confidence in militia troops. I have been working on a book about Fisher Ames, and have 
as part of this work done quite a bit of research on Washington the general and the top Federalist during his years as 
president. In the Revolutionary War he was constantly let down by militia failures, and thus brought Baron von 
Steuben into the army to get it trained to the standard of regulars. Von Steuben, however, did not work with the militia 
that failed in Newport, R.I. and this Maine campaign. Professionals leading this force would have had a much better 
chance at accomplishing the mission. This militia leadership was dismal in the Penobscot operation. Just the fact the 
commanding general held these councils of war that seemed to be democratic in how they tryied to build a consensus 
on a way ahead, achieved nothing decisive and resulted in lost momentum. A real Army officer in command would 
not hold a council with a vote. He would certainly ask the opinion of his subordinate commanders and staff, but use 
those opinions only in making his decision, and then issue orders and guidance. Period. Great research, interesting 
story, nicely told. Great book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Balancing the myth of P RevereBy 
Stanley PattersonLongfellows caricature of Paul Revere was, unbeknownst to me, so firmly embraced in my pantheon 
of heroes that I found myself tempted to close the book and read no further when it became obvious that old Paul was 
a man with faults and foibles. It was painful to make the mental adjustments necessary to accommodate the legend 
with the real man who when on the battlefield was as apt not to retreat to safety and comfort while his men suffered 
hardship and uncertainty without the benefit of stable leadership. Worth the read.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Revere wasn't who you think he was.By Paul M. PelhamThe story you weren't taught in school. Did 
you know Revere had 16 children? Did you know Revere was courtmartialed for his actions (or inactions) in one of 
the major battles of the American Revolution? Get your hands on a copy of this book. Well written and extensively 
researched.

At the height of the American Revolution in 1779, Massachusetts launched the Penobscot Expedition, a massive 
military and naval undertaking designed to force the British from the strategically important coast of Maine. What 
should have been an easy victory for the larger American force quickly descended into a quagmire of arguing, 
disobedience, and failed strategy. In the end, not only did the British retain their stronghold, but the entire flotilla of 
American vessels was lost in what became the worst American naval disaster prior to Pearl Harbor.In the inevitable 
finger-pointing that followed the debacle, the already-famous Lieutenant Colonel Paul Revere, commissioned as the 
expeditions artillery commander, was shockingly charged by fellow officers with neglect of duty, disobeying orders, 
and cowardice. Though he was not formally condemned by the court of inquiry, rumors still swirled around Boston 
concerning his role in the disaster, and so the fiery Revere spent the next several years of his life actively pursuing a 
court-martial, in an effort to resuscitate the one thing he valued above allhis reputation.The single event defining 
Revere to this day is his ride from Charlestown to Lexington on the night of April 18, 1775, made famous by 
Longfellows poem of 1860. Greenburgs is the first book to give a full account of Reveres conduct before, during, and 
after the disastrous Penobscot Expedition, and of his questionable reputation at the time, which only Longfellows 



poem eighty years later could rehabilitate. Thanks to extensive research and a riveting narrative that brings the battles 
and courtroom drama to life, The Court-Martial of Paul Revere strips away the myths that surround the Sons of 
Liberty and reveals the humanity beneath. It is a must-read for anyone who yearns to understand the early days of our 
country.

Author Michael M. Greenburg offers both an insightful biography of Revere and a colorful description of the worst 
American naval disaster prior to Pearl Harbor in this well-crafted history of a dark episode of the American 
Revolution.Military Officer 


