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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy bluesky2OK31 of 33 people found the following 
review helpful. Interesting but flawedBy Dr. James GardnerThis is a well written and thought provoking book, but 
unfortunately it suffers from some major flaws that limit its potential contribution. First, the good news. Hooper offers 
a well written and well documented discussion of early Christianity and the possible role of Mary Magdalene as an 
early leader of an alternate movement. He dissects the canonical gospels and the apocryphal literature from a structural 
and textual POV, and offers some interesting interpretations for many of the unusual passages.Hooper believes that 
there is some evidence to suggest that first century Christian sects were devoted to women's issues and had women 
leaders. He gleans his evidence from several sources, and attempts to put together a picture of this sect, which, over 
time, disappeared not only in fact, but also in memory. It's a reasonable theory and Hooper has more than enough 
evidence to put forth the case.Now the bad news - and there is lots of bad news. One of the main problems is that 
nearly half of the book has nothing to do with Mary Magdalene, but rather concerns itself with Paul (especially his 
letter to the Corinthians) and Peter. While this is an interesting subject, it surely doesn't demand the kind of space 
Hooper gives it in a book ostensibly about Mary Magdalene. Moreover, in his obsession with the role of women in 
Corinth, Hooper ignores the rest of the Mediterranean basin, and thus provides little light to shed on the life of Mary 
Magdalene, who surely didn't conform to Corinthian customs.A second problem with Hooper's book is his deliberate 
omission of the works (and theories) of Margaret Starbird. No discussion of Mary Magdalene can afford to ignore 
Starbird's work. You may not necessarily agree with all of her ideas, but you have to address them.A third problem 
with Hooper's book is the large number of errors he makes in trying to reconstruct the historical MM. Here is but a 
small list: - Hooper believes that Mary's name was "Mary of Magdala." While this is the common misperception, most 
scholars no longer accept this translation, and Hooper himself provides a (thoroughly inadequate) section late in the 
book explaining why this is the case (p. 252). - Hooper claims that Paul had an "inherent patriarchal bias" (p. 37) but 
he fails to mention that many of the patriarchal statements are not Paul's but later additions. - Hooper claims that the 
Gospel of Luke was written by a "disciple or a disciple of Paul" (p. 38) but there is no evidence for this statement. - 
Hooper writes - "By claiming that Mary had once been possessed by 'daimonia,' Luke was intimating that she had not 
always been in full possession of her mental faculties (p. 39)." This isn't true. Luke's statement (8:1-3) lists Mary with 
several other women as having been exorcised of demons - there is no reference, directly or indirectly, to the possible 
cause of these demons, nor does Luke at any point allude to any mental incapacity by Mary. - Hooper claims - "During 
the earliest years of Christianity, women...followed Jesus in taking up an ascetic lifestyle which encouraged celibacy 
(p. 43)." While this is true, it's equally true that early Christian women were also involved in orgies as they anticipated 
the end of the world, and there is more evidence of these orgiastic cases than there are for the celibate ones. - Hooper 
claims that the disciples were in danger, "even some years later (p. 65)," and therefore avoided Jerusalem after Jesus' 
crucifixion. There is no evidence whatsoever that this was the case, and indeed, Acts suggests that they were in 
Jerusalem shortly after his crucifixion. - Hooper distinguishes between Mary of Magdala and Mary of Bethany (p. 81) 
but offers no evidence that these are two separate people, and indeed, a careful study of the gospels reveals that they 
are the same person. But because he makes the errors that MM is Mary "of Magdala" he thinks "Mary of Bethany" is a 
different person. Indeed, there is no "Mary of Bethany" listed in any of the gospels, only a Mary who lives with her 
brother and sister in Bethany, but she is never called Mary of Bethany. But even if she were called that, there is 
nothing inconsistent with "Mary the Great" being from Bethany. - Hooper writes - "Jesus seemed to have had little 
regard for the value of blood relationships... (p. 125)" ignoring the fact that this common belief rests on sections of the 
gospels which were altered by rival early sects in order to reduce the influence of Jesus' family. See the recent books 
by Jeff Butz and Bart Ehrman (Misquoting Jesus) for documentation of this trend. - Hooper's discussion of Morton 
Smith's "secret" gospel (p. 179ff) boldly states that the issue has been resolved in Smith's favor, but the truth is that the 
issue is still hotly debated and recent books have come strongly out against Smith. While I tend to believe Smith, the 
issue is certainly not resolved.The bottom line is that this book has some very strong points and some very weak ones. 
I wouldn't recommend it to a beginning student unable to pick his/her way through the minefield of errors to retrieve 
the treasured thoughts. But for someone who is well grounded in the history of Mary Magdalene, there are definitely 
some good ideas in this book.58 of 62 people found the following review helpful. Timely, insightful, accessible 
correction to The DaVinci CodeBy Deborah L. Neff, Ph.D.Richard Hooper brilliantly writes a thorough overview of 
what is known about Mary Magdalene, complete with extensive references to the original documents, a "glossary" of 
names, terms and sources, and an extensive subject index. With rigorous attention to detail and accuracy, Hooper 
presents the beauty, vision, and leadership of Mary as apostle, restoring her to her rightful place at Jesus' side, and, in 
the process, returning to us the divine feminine in Christianity prior to Mary's erasure and corruption by patriarchy. 
Hooper shows us with great depth and sensitivity Mary's spiritual maturity and wisdom as a teacher in her own right, 
while providing a sense of the essence of Mary's relationship with Jesus. The style of presentation is quite accessible 
and a good read. Still, his critical attention to detail and cultural/comparative contexts speaks, as well, to the scholar of 
Christianty, World Religions, and Women's Studies. For me, as a cultural anthropologist, his thorough attention to 
relevant contexts is one of the book's strongest points. For example, he addresses some of the commonalities between 
early Christianty and Hinduism, shared as the basis of all Mystery Religions and traditions of ancient wisdom. While 



humorous, outspoken, even radical in his interpretation, Richard Hooper's work is theoretically and substantively 
consistent with that of the most prominent scholars in the field. It is a must-read by the lay person and scholar alike 
interested in the life of Mary Magdalene. The book was a powerful one for me, personally, as well as academicly, as 
Hooper returned to me the Jesus of my childhood, who did not discriminate on the basis of class or gender, but 
preached only love.

The Crucifixion of Mary Magdale is a historical reconstruction of the ancient Church's campaign to destroy the 
crediblity of Mary Magdalene as the first apostle of Christianity in order protect its legitimacy based on the patriarchal 
traditions of Peter and Paul. The book explains why the Church suppressed, and ultimately condemned as heresy, the 
theology associated with Mary, and offers a detailed study of the fourteen ancient Gospels in which Mary appears.

By Judith G. Hunter (Cape Cod) - See all my reviewsThis review is from: The Crucifixion of Mary Magdalene: The 
Historical Tradition of the First Apostle and the Ancient Church's Campaign to Suppress It (Paperback) I have not 
been able to put this book down! I have been researching Mary Magdelane for about three years, for the writing of my 
own books. I am using little known facts about her in a series of five novels that connect the suppression of her story 
to the oppression of women right up to present time. Hooper presents some new and intriguing theories, as well as 
facts about the patriarchal bias of Christianity that still affect women within their religions today! Thank you for this 
enlightening book! --Judith Hunter, Cape CodTimely, insightful, accessible correction to The DaVinci Code, June 23, 
2006 By Deborah L. Neff, Ph.D.This review is from: The Crucifixion of Mary Magdalene: The Historical Tradition of 
the First Apostle and the Ancient Church's Campaign to Suppress It (Paperback) Richard Hooper brilliantly writes a 
thorough overview of what is known about Mary Magdalene, complete with extensive references to the original 
documents, a "glossary" of names, terms and sources, and an extensive subject index. With rigorous attention to detail 
and accuracy, Hooper presents the beauty, vision, and leadership of Mary as apostle, restoring her to her rightful place 
at Jesus' side, and, in the process, returning to us the divine feminine in Christianity prior to Mary's erasure and 
corruption by patriarchy. Hooper shows us with great depth and sensitivity Mary's spiritual maturity and wisdom as a 
teacher in her own right, while providing a sense of the essence of Mary's relationship with Jesus. The style of 
presentation is quite accessible and a good read. Still, his critical attention to detail and cultural/comparative contexts 
speaks, as well, to the scholar of Christianty, World Religions, and Women's Studies. For me, as a cultural 
anthropologist, his thorough attention to relevant contexts is one of the book's strongest points. For example, he 
addresses some of the commonalities between early Christianty and Hinduism, shared as the basis of all Mystery 
Religions and traditions of ancient wisdom. While humorous, outspoken, even radical in his interpretation, Richard 
Hooper's work is theoretically and substantively consistent with that of the most prominent scholars in the field. It is a 
must-read by the lay person and scholar alike interested in the life of Mary Magdalene. The book was a powerful one 
for me, personally, as well as academicly, as Hooper returned to me the Jesus of my childhood, who did not 
discriminate on the basis of class or gender, but preached only love. --Deborah Neff, PhDAbout the AuthorRev. 
Richard Hooper is a former Lutheran pastor and current Interfaith minister. His books include: The Crucifixion of 
Mary Magdalene: The Historical Tradition of the First Apostle, and the Early Church's Campaign to Suppress It *** 
The Gospel of the Unknown Jesus: The Secret Teachings of Jesus from the from the Gnostic and Apocryphal Gospels 
*** Jesus, Buddha, Krishna, Lao Tzu: The Parallels Sayings *** Hymns to the Beloved: The Poetry, Prayers and 
Wisdom of the World's Great Mystics *** The Real Secrets of Christianity (ebook)and End of Days: Predictions of the 
End from Ancient Sources. Rev. Hooper holds a Bachelor's degree in the Philosophy of Religion from San Francisco 
State University, and a Masters degree in Theology from Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. During the early 
1970s, Rev. Hooper was the American Lutheran Church's "token" hippie pastor to the Counter Culture on the 
Monterey Peninsula and Big Sur Coast of California. As part of his ministry he founded the House of the Rising Sun, a 
half-way house for young people in various kinds of trouble. During these years he also produced conducted weekly 
radio interviews with spiritual luminaries of the day, including Ram Dass, Timothy Leary, Elizabether Kubler-Ross 
and Richard Bach. After leaving the Church and the Lutheran ministry, he became a nature recordist, music producer, 
and CEO of World Disc Productions. Over the course of eleven years, he produced more than seventy CD titles and 
along with his wife, Sharon, pioneered music and nature recordings sales in the gift industry. World Disc Productions 
won the Small Business Association's Business Person of the Year for western Washington state and was twice a 
finalist as Entrepreneur of the Year by Inc. Magazine. After selling the company eleven years later, Hooper founded 
the Pacific Northwest Indian gallery, Nat sa lane, in Friday Harbor, Washington. His writing career began after 
moving to Sedona, Arizona. He is a member of the Order of Universal Interfaith, the Community of the Mystic Heart, 
and associate member of the Jesus Seminar. Richard teaches classes in the areas of comparative religion, the historical 
Jesus, early Christianity and the Gnostic Gospels. He presently lives in the San Juan Islands, Washington, with his 
wife, Sharon. 


