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David Nicolle : The Crusades (Trade Editions)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Crusades (Trade Editions): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Osprey Publishing's Short General History on the Crusades is 
ReviewedBy Brian Wayne WellsThis is a short general history of all nine crusades which occurred between 1097 C.E. 
(Common Era) and 1305 C.E. Like most of the books published by Osprey Publishing Company, this book has a 
chronology of events related to the Crusades. This book is an extremely helpful book in my studies of the Middle 
Ages.7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Way too big of a task for a single Essential Histories 
volume.By Chip HunterThis is the first volume in the enormous Essential Histories series from Osprey Publishing. If 
you're considering reading these books, I wouldn't recommend starting with this one. If you do, please realize that this 
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one isn't a very good representative of the series. Most of the volumes are excellent, with a good blend of detailed 
accounts of individual battles, interesting descriptions of historical figures, and informative information about the 
general setting and attitudes of the time. This volume utterly fails in all of those categories.I'm not placing all of the 
blame on the author however. Osprey Publishing was simply a bit overzealous in thinking that it could cover a series 
of events that took place over hundreds of years in a single 96-page volume. Whereas the Civil War and Napoleonic 
Wars are covered in four volumes each, and World War II in six, the entire series of individual crusades is covered in a 
single volume. What you end up with is a very brief skimming of the overall picture and outcome of the Crusades. 
Hardly any time at all is spent on individual crusades, much less individual battles (which you get so much of in other 
Essential Histories).Also, throughout this book the author downplays the importance of the Crusades to the people of 
the Mediterranean and Middle East. What he fails to adequately portray is the long-standing and powerful beliefs and 
feelings that these events have cast on history ever since.The only really good part of this book is the multitude of 
excellent pictures, showing everything from architecture to weaponry of the time. Still, of the Essential Histories I've 
read, this was my least favorite and definitely the least informative. I recommend starting with others.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy William Hazlettnice book

Born of a mixture of religious fervour, military ardour and political will, the Crusades ( 1095 - 1291) remain a 
fascinating and misunderstood aspect of medieval history. Born amid immense suffering and bloodshed the Kingdom 
of Jerusalem remained a battlefield for almost 200 years. The Crusades raised to campaign for it gave rise to the 
Military Orders of the Templars and Hopitallers as well as numerous smaller orders, and were a backdrop to the 
careers of some of history's most famous leaders including Richard 'The Lionheart' and Saladin. David Nicolle 
recounts the background and events of these fundamental campaigns that scarred the Late Medieval period.

From the PublisherThe Bringing History to Life collection is made up of Osprey's all-time favourite titles, re-released 
with striking new covers - selected titles also include visitor information sections.From the Back CoverA series of 
books on the history, organisation, appearance and equipment of famous fighting men of the past and present; and on 
other aspects of military history which demand fuller and more flexible coverage.About the AuthorDr David Nicolle 
was born in 1944 and worked for the BBC, including the overseas broadcasting Service before returning to university, 
obtaining his PhD in Edinburgh. He subsequently taught at Yarmouk University in Jordan, since which he has 
contributed a substantial number of Osprey titles. He is a specialist in medieval arms and armour and has written 
several hardback books as well as numerous articles for specialist journals. He has also presented papers at many 
international conferences. 


