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Revolution in the South is remembered it is the brilliant campaign waged by Nathanael Greene that comes to mind. 
But there was another war being fought; a civil war fought literally between between neighbors. It is this war that Mr. 
Scoggins brings to life in his scholarly account of some the largely forgotten actions of the civil war. The war was 
notable for its brutality and the frequently incompetent leadership of experienced but ill trained officers. This excellent 
study provides a fine introduction to the civil war in the South.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
History set straight!By William H lacey IIIThe book was well written with the facts and information contained therein 
having been judiciously researched. I believe Mr. Scoggins was successful in clarifying any number of critical points 
which have been debated by scholars and history buffs alike for decades. In addition, he proved/confirmed that the 
Revolutionary War was won in SC by the Partisan men and women from the New Acquisition lands and the frontiers 
of SC and the neighboring statesPast authors have done us a great disservice by naming only the smallest number of 
the brave and hearty individuals from SC and the region that made the United States a reality.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Interesting history.By Doug FordThe book brings to light history that most just don't know. 
That is, how many Tories there really were in South Carolina, how the opposing forces simply went home after an 
engagement, how much the civilians of South Carolina really suffered. It puts a new perspective on the local conflict 
during the Revolution. With the exception of the regular army forces on both sides, the war, in a larger context, just 
didn't seem to matter. This was a local war. The book is very informative but doesn't flow well from one event to the 
other.

In July of 1780, when the Revolutionary War in the Southern states seemed doomed to failure, a small but important 
battle took place on James Williamsons plantation in what is now York County, South Carolina. The Battle of 
Williamsons Plantation, or Hucks Defeat as it later came to be known, laid the groundwork for the vicious partisan 
warfare waged by the militiamen on the Carolina frontier against the superior forces of the British Army, and it paved 
the way for the calamitous defeats that the British suffered at Hanging Rock, Musgroves Mill, Kings Mountain, 
Blackstocks Plantation and Cowpens, all in the South Carolina backcountry. In this groundbreaking new study, 
historian Michael C. Scoggins provides an in-depth account of the events that unfolded in the Broad and Catawba 
River valleys of upper South Carolina during the critical summer of 1780. Drawing extensively on first-person 
accounts and military correspondence, much of which has never been published before, Scoggins tells a dramatic story 
that begins with the capture of an entire American army at Charleston in May and ends with a resounding series of 
Patriot victories in the Carolina Piedmont during the late summer of 1780-victories that set Lord Cornwallis and the 
British Army irrevocably on the road to defeat and to surrender at Yorktown in October 1781.

"...Scoggins is able to delve into detail with each skirmish and even the intermediary events. He even does so in a way 
that is far from tedious. Frequently drawing from and often quoting first-hand (and occasionaly) pensioner accounts 
lends to his narrative style. Scoggins spends much of the book methodically setting the table for Huck's Defeat. In fact, 
Christian Huck himself is just one of many supporting characters that fill the roles of patriots, loyalists and a a few 
Redcoats. Huck's Defeat is actually the focus of the extensive appendices, which include the aforementioned pensioner 
accounts and battlefield details.The Day It Rained Militia is a great supplement for those already familiar with the 
overall events of the Southern Theatre and are looking for for further depth of knowledge concerning partisan events 
following the fall of Charleston, South Carolina in May 1780. The appendices and lengthy notes also make this book 
worth adding to one's collection for future reference." --PatriotResource.comAbout the AuthorMichael C. Scoggins is 
research historian at the Culture Heritage Museums of York County, South Carolina. He has a lifelong interest in 
military and Southern history and has spent the last six years researching the colonial and Revolutionary War history 
of South Carolina for The Day it Rained Militia. He is co-author of the acclaimed African-American Patriots in the 
Southern Campaign of the American Revolution, and contributed to the forthcoming South Carolina Encyclopedia. 
Scoggins also writes regularly for several historical and genealogical journals, and wrote the introduction for the 
History Press re-edition of the 1889 classic Hours with the Living Men and Women of the Revolution (June 2005). 


