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Jim DeFede : The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander, 
Newfoundland: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Terrific book!By JSCatherineI had not heard about this story or the 
book prior to the Tony awards. I was so excited to find it available on . The story is so uplifting and interesting. It is 
really well written. I really appreciated how the author realized that with all of the names / people in the book that just 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060559713


using names after the people were introduced would not be helpful to the readers. I am thinking about ordering another 
copy to keep so I can share one and save one.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Heartfelt memories of 
9/11By rain loverA story to make the reader laugh and cry, all while feeling so amazed and awed at what took place in 
a small town I had never heard of, but of which I will never forget! Thank you Jim DeFede for taking this reader back 
to that fateful day and reminding me of where I was, and how I also felt such pride to be an American and wished that 
Patriotism would last forever in all of our lives.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. HOMETOWNBy 
Mary Ann WaiteReminded me of small town we lived in; unlocked doors, friendly people, but nothing on the scale of 
folks in Gander or other Newfie towns.I'd recommend this book to many, but especially to my brother Gerald, retired 
English prof, lived and taught most of his life in small suburb near Marquette, in Michigan's upper peninsula. They 
call themselves Yoopers which seems a lot like Newfies.

Perfect for fans of the hit Broadway musical Come from Away When 38 jetliners bound for the United States were 
forced to land at Gander International Airport in Canada by the closing of U.S. airspace on September 11, the 
population of this small town on Newfoundland Island swelled from 10,300 to nearly 17,000. The citizens of Gander 
met the stranded passengers with an overwhelming display of friendship and goodwill. As the passengers stepped from 
the airplanes, exhausted, hungry and distraught after being held on board for nearly 24 hours while security checked 
all of the baggage, they were greeted with a feast prepared by the townspeople. Local bus drivers who had been on 
strike came off the picket lines to transport the passengers to the various shelters set up in local schools and churches. 
Linens and toiletries were bought and donated. A middle school provided showers, as well as access to computers, 
email, and televisions, allowing the passengers to stay in touch with family and follow the news.Over the course of 
those four days, many of the passengers developed friendships with Gander residents that they expect to last a lifetime. 
As a show of thanks, scholarship funds for the children of Gander have been formed and donations have been made to 
provide new computers for the schools. This book recounts the inspiring story of the residents of Gander, Canada, 
whose acts of kindness have touched the lives of thousands of people and been an example of humanity and goodwill.

.com The events of September 11 have seemingly been covered, analyzed, and discussed from every angle imaginable. 
So the subject matter alone of Jim DeFede's The Day the World Came to Town makes it noteworthy. In the immediate 
aftermath of the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, 38 commercial airliners carrying over 6,000 
passengers were forced, as a precautionary measure, to land in Gander, Newfoundland, Canada. Due to the ongoing 
closure of U.S. airspace, the passengers spent four days in this isolated town of 10,000 before being allowed to 
continue on their way. In that time, Gander's residents rallied together to extend a kind of hospitality that seems too 
expansive for the word hospitality. Townspeople not only opened schools and legion halls for use as emergency 
shelters, they invited the passengers into their homes for showers, meals, and warm beds while local businesses simply 
gave toiletries and clothing to passengers stuck without luggage. Despite the grim consequences that led to the 
situation, DeFede finds humor: two flight attendants are offered a car for sightseeing by a local woman who happened 
to be driving by; the stranded chairman of Hugo Boss finds himself shopping for men's underwear at the local Wal-
Mart. But the real message of the book is how, even in times of great turmoil and conflict, people can and must look to 
one another for comfort, help, and hope. --John MoeFrom Publishers WeeklyJournalist Defede calls our attention to a 
sidelight of the events of September 11, when the town of Gander (pop. 10,000) was overwhelmed by more than 6,500 
air travelers grounded when U.S. airspace was shut down. For a week, DeFede relates, the locals provided food, 
shelter and supplies and reassurance; "they placed their lives on hold for a group of strangers and asked nothing in 
return." Here the generous Newfoundlanders get due recognition. Photos. (Sept.) Copyright 2002 Reed Business 
Information, Inc.From School Library JournalAdult/High School-Through selective interviews, this book describes 
events surrounding the 6595 people on board 38 planes whose transit across the Atlantic was disrupted when they 
were vectored to the airport in Gander, Newfoundland, on September 11, 2001. As a chronicle of the heartwarming 
reception these passengers received from touchdown until departure six days later, the volume resounds with tributes 
to the kindness and acts of generosity on the part of local residents (population 10,000). Quick-thinking initiatives led 
by the mayor, constable, air-traffic controllers, and local heads of professional disaster-relief agencies organized a 
process for greeting deplaning passengers; checking luggage; fulfilling immigration/security requirements; and then 
transporting groups to churches, schools, and community centers where they were housed and fed. One account tells of 
volunteers from Gander's SPCA who crawled through the cargo spaces of the jetliners, locating pets and animals in 
cages, and bringing them food, water, and fresh bedding until they could be moved to a vacant hangar. Separate 
vignettes focus on the parents of a New York City firefighter who was missing, on a Texas couple returning from 
adopting an orphan in Kazakhstan, on a teenage cancer victim en route home following a "make- a-wish" trip to Italy, 
and more. Each of these stories will resonate with teens.Lynn Nutwell, Fairfax City Regional Library, VACopyright 
2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


