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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Y ou know what you're getting, and how can you go wrong at this
price point?By Avid Readerl was looking for atoken gift for afriend who recently became a US citizen - what's more
appropriate than these important documents? Y ES, she could have found them online for free. YES, there are copies
out there that are lovelier or have higher print qualities. However, | wanted her to have something that she could read,
easily, when she wanted, but mostly | wanted her to have something that told her | was thinking of her.Ultimately,
what makes this volume worthwhileis the price, bar none. If you're willing to spend more, you'll get the same exact
text, with anicer presentation. If you value, well, value, then thisis the edition for you.(I also got her a"KissmeI'm
an American” t-shirt!)4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Now that it is fashionable to read the
ConstitutionBy Bernie (xyzzy)Y ou will want your own copy.l really should be reviewing the U.S. Constitution its self.
But you can get copies almost anywhere including online. So the real difference comesin the introduction. Copies
without any kibitzing are not bad; but try to find thisin book form. Other versions go so far asto tell you that you are
about to read outdated rhetoric. | do not need to read that before the Constitution.With the Bantam Classic version we
are treated to an introduction by an American Revolutionary scalar, Pauline Maier author of "Resistance to
Revolution - Colonial radicals and the development of American opposition to Britain, 1765-1776."What is good
about the introduction is no preaching or soap box agenda. We get to see how the documents were drafted and molded
into the constitution we all know. In the actual body of the document there are asterisks showing where the later
amendments apply.Contents.INTRODUCTION by Pauline MaierNOTES TO THE INTRODUCTIONTHE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCETHE CONSTITUTUON OF THE UNITED STATESTHE AMENDMENTS
TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICADATES TO REMEMBERINDEX TO
CONSTTIUTION AND AMENDMENTSI keep a paperback copy in my library and aKindle copy (Text-to-Speech:
Enabled) for on the go | plug it into the car radio. will send a free Kindle sample.Liberty! The American Revolution0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Best Simple Way to Follow the Historic Documents that
Established the United States of Americal Have Ever Found.By Randy PollardThe Constitution is the Constitution as
is the Declaration Independence, Bill of Rights and following Amendments, regardless of the publisher. Pauline Maier
wrote an excellent 45 page introduction discussing mood and feelings of the people of the day and 5 pages of notes on
her introduction telling the source documents substantiating her introduction. The editing processis thoroughly
discussed, for all 3 of the documents and cross references are provided that are annotated to Amendments that changed
the Constitution itself and preceding Amendments that were changed or revoked by later Amendments. This book
vastly simplifies reading the Constitution as it developed and evolved into the Constitution we protect today. Bluntly,
it isfun to read, extremely informative and the best simple way | have ever found to know The Constitution from it's
origin to where it stands amended into The Constitution we protect today.

Together in one book, the two most important documents in United States history form the enduring legacy of
Americas Founding Fathers including Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton.The Declaration of
Independence was the promise of a representative government; the Constitution was the fulfillment of that promise.On
July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress issued a unanimous declaration: the thirteen North American colonies
would be the thirteen United States of America, free and independent of Great Britain. Drafted by Thomas Jefferson,
the Declaration set forth the terms of a new form of government with the following words: "We hold these Truthsto
be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed with certain unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness."Framed in 1787 and in effect since March 1789, the Constitution of
the United States of Americafulfilled the promise of the Declaration by establishing a republican form of government
with separate executive, legidative, and judicia branches. The first ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights,
became part of the Constitution on December 15, 1791. Among the rights guaranteed by these amendments are
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of religion, and the right to trial by jury. Written so that it could be
adapted to endure for years to come, the Constitution has been amended only seventeen times since 1791 and has
lasted longer than any other written form of government.

From the Inside FlapThe Declaration of Independence was the promise of a representative government; the
Constitution was the fulfillment of that promise. On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congressissued a
unanimous declaration: the thirteen North American colonies would be the thirteen United States of America, free and
independent of Great Britain. Drafted by Thomas Jefferson, the Declaration set forth the terms of a new form of
government with the following words: "We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness."
Framed in 1787 and in effect since March 1789, the Constitution of the United States of Americafulfilled the promise
of the Declaration by establishing a republican form of government with separate executive, legidative, and judicial



branches. The first ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, became part of the Constitution on December 15,
1791. Among the rights guaranteed by these amendments are freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of
religion, and the right to trial by jury. Written so that it could be adapted to endure for years to come, the Constitution
has been amended only seventeen times since 1791 and has lasted longer than any other written form of
government.About the AuthorPauline Maier was born in St. Paul, Minnesota. She received her BA from Radcliffe
College in 1960, was a Fulbright Scholar at the London School of Economicsin 1960-61, and took her PhD at Harvard
University in 1968. She taught at Harvard, the University of Massachusetts (Boston), University of Wisconsin, Yae
University, and theM assachusetts I nstitute of Technology, where was a William R. Kenan Jr Professor of American
History. She was the author of From Resistance to Revolution, The Old Revolutionaries, andThe American People: A
History (a single-authored text for junior high school), as well as numerous other articles and reviews. She died in
2013.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.The Declaration of IndependenceAction of Second
Continental Congress, July 4, 1776 The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of AmericaWHEN I[N the
Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political Bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to the Separation.WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that al Men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty, and the Pursuit of HappinessThat to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted anong Men, deriving
their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of
these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its Foundation
on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and
transient Causes; and accordingly all Experience hath shewn, that Mankind are more disposed to suffer, while Evils
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the Forms to which they are accustomed. But when along Train
of Abuses and Usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a Design to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it istheir Right, it istheir Duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future
Security. Such has been the patient Sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the Necessity which constrains them
to ater their former Systems of Government. The History of the present King of Great-Britain is a History of repeated
Injuries and Usurpations, all having in direct Object the Establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To
prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid World.He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public Good.He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing I mportance,
unless suspended in their Operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly
neglected to attend to them.He has refused to pass other Laws for the Accommodation of large Districts of People,
unless those People would relinquish the Right of Representation in the Legislature, a Right inestimable to them, and
formidable to Tyrants only.He has called together Legidative Bodies at Places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant
from the Depository of their public Records, for the sole Purpose of fatiguing them into Compliance with his
Measures.He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly Firmness his Invasions on the
Rights of the People.He has refused for along Time, after such Dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby
the Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State
remaining in the mean time exposed to al the Dangers of Invasion from without, and Convulsions within.He has
endeavoured to prevent the Population of these States; for that Purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their Migrations hither, and raising the Conditions of new
Appropriations of Lands.He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for
establishing Judiciary Powers.He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and
the Amount and Payment of their Salaries.He has erected a Multitude of new Offices, and sent hither Swarms of
Officersto harrass our People, and eat out their Substance.He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies,
without the consent of our Legislatures.He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil
Power.He has combined with others to subject us to a Jurisdiction foreign to our Constitution, and unacknowledged by
our Laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops
among us.For protecting them, by amock Trial, from Punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States.For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World:For imposing Taxes on us without our
Consent:For depriving us, in many Cases, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury:For transporting us beyond Seasto be tried
for pretended Offences.For abolishing the free System of English Laws in aneighbouring Province, establishing
therein an arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, so asto render it at once an Example and fit Instrument
for introducing the same absolute Rule into these Colonies:For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable
Laws, and atering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:For suspending our own L egislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with Power to legislate for usin all Cases whatsoever.He has abdicated Government here, by
declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our



Towns, and destroyed the Lives of our People.He s, at this Time, transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenariesto
compleat the Works of Death, Desolation, and Tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty and Perfidy,
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of acivilized Nation.He has constrained
our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the Executioners of
their Friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.He has excited domestic Insurrections amongst us, and
has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitants of our Frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known Rule of
Warfare, is an undistinguished Destruction, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions.In every stage of these Oppressions we
have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble Terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated
Injury. A Prince, whose Character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the Ruler of a
free People.Nor have we been wanting in Attentions to our British Brethren. We have warned them from Time to
Time of Attempts by their Legislature to extend an unwarrantable Jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
Circumstances of our Emigration and Settlement here. We have appealed to their native Justice and Magnanimity, and
we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to disavow these Usurpations, which, would inevitably
interrupt our Connections and Correspondence. They too have been deaf to the Voice of Justice and of Consanguinity.
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the Necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
Mankind, Enemiesin War, in Peace, Friends.WE, therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Rectitude of our
Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly Publish and Declare,
That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, Free and Independent States; that they are absolved from all
Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political Connection between them and the State of Great-Britain, isand
ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of
right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with afirm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.The Constitution of the United States WE
THE People of the United States, in Order to form amore perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America ARTICLE.
I.Section. 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall
consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.Section. 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of
Members chosen every second Y ear by the People of the several States, and the Electorsin each State shall have the
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State L egislature.No Person shall be a
Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty-five Y ears, and been seven Y ears a Citizen of the
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be
chosen.[Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within
this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free
Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Y ears, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all
other Persons.]* The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Y ears after the first Meeting of the Congress of
the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Y ears, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The
number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one
Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three,
Massachusetts eight, Rhode-1sland and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-Y ork six, New Jersey four,
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginiaten, North Carolinafive, South Carolinafive, and Georgia
three.When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs
of Election to fill such Vacancies.The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall
have the sole Power of Impeachment.Section. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators
from each State, [chosen by the Legislature thereof,]** for six Y ears; and each Senator shall have one
Vote.lmmediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally
as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the
second Y ear, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Y ear, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the
sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Y ear; [and if VVacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise,
during the Recess of the Legidlature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the
next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.]* No Person shall be a Senator who shall not
have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Y ears a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.The Vice President of the United States shall be
President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. The Senate shall chuse their other
Officers, and aso a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office
of President of the United States.The Senate shall have the sole Power to try al Impeachments. When sitting for that
Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United Statesistried, the Chief Justice shall



preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.Judgment in
Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any
Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States. but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject
to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.Section. 4. The Times, Places and Manner of
holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the
Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators.The
Congress shall assemble at |east once in every Y ear, and such Meeting shall be [on the first Monday in December,]*
unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.Section. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns
and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Mgjority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller
Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such
Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide.Each House may determine the Rules of its
Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a
Member.Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such
Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Y eas and Nays of the Members of either House on any
guestion shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal .Neither House, during the Session
of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that
in which the two Houses shall be sitting.Section. 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for
their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases,
except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of
their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House,
they shall not be questioned in any other Place.No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was
elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the
Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United
States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.Section. 7. All Billsfor raising Revenue
shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other
Bills.



