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12 of 14 people found the following review helpful. GREAT edition of these important documentsBy Kevin M.
Antoniol think the other reviewer missed the point of this book: the annotations are there to help the present day reader
understand the importance of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.l've had Bantam's $1 version for
years, and whilst I've had no problem with the D of |, I've always found the language of the Constitution daunting in
some sections. Richard Beeman's annotation is clearly written and, thus, eye opening. | have a even greater
appreciation for the Constitution.And... it definitely has a cool cover.6 of 11 people found the following review
helpful. Good size, hip cover, but the annotations interupt the flow of the readingBy RJ StokelyPlease understand that

| am giving the Penguin Civics Classics edition of the Declaration of Independence and The United States Constitution
Three Stars, not the actual documents. First let's get the positives out of the way. | love the size of the book, the feel
and weight (it can fit in your back pocket). The cover design is very hip aswell, with the broken up snake dating back
to the eighteenth century. My own personal beef is with the annotations. | like to read documents like the Declaration
of Independence and the US Constitution without being constantly interrupted by afact or tidbit by Richard Beeman.

It would have flowed a lot better if Beeman's annotations were written as small print foot notes, rather they read as part
of their respective documents.O of 1 people found the following review helpful. resolves questions with the originals
wordsBy Calimy father was thrilled with these. and used them in discussion with friends.

What is the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court really allowed to do? This unique and handy guide includes
the documents that guide our government, annotated with accessible explanations from one of America's most
esteemed consgtitutional scholars. In one portable volume, with accessible annotations and modernizing commentary
throughout, Richard Beeman presents The Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution. Beeman
has created a fascinating apparatus for understanding the most important document in American historyand why its as
central in the America of today asit wasin creation of the country. Penguin presents a series of six portable,
accessible, andabove allessential reads from American political history, selected by leading scholars. Series editor
Richard Beeman, author of The Penguin Guide to the U.S. Constitution, draws together the great texts of American
civic lifeto create atimely and informative mini-library of perennially vital issues. Whether readers are encountering
these classic writings for the first time, or brushing up in anticipation of the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act,
these slim volumes will serve as a powerful and illuminating resource for scholars, students, and civic-minded citizens.

About the AuthorRichard Beeman, the John Welsh Centennial Professor of History Emeritus at the University of
Pennsylvania, has previously served as the Chair of the Department of History, Associate Dean in Penn's School of
Arts and Sciences, and Dean of the College of Arts of Sciences. He serves as atrustee of the National Constitution
Center and on the center's executive committee. Author of seven previous books, among themThe Penguin Guide to
the United States Constitution andPlain Honest Men: The Making of the American Constitution, Professor Beeman
has received numerous grants and awards including fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
Rockefeller Foundation, the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton, and the Huntington Library. His biography of
Patrick Henry was a finalist for the National Book Award.



