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Lawrence J. Epstein : The Dream of Zion: The Story of the First Zionist Congress  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Dream of Zion: The Story of the First Zionist 
Congress: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1442254661


The Dream of Zion tells the story of the Jewish political effort to restore their ancient nation. At the First Zionist 
Congress in Basel, Switzerland, in August 1897 Theodor Herzl convened a remarkable meeting that founded what 
became the World Zionist Organization, defined the political goals of the movement, adopted a national anthem, 
created the legal and financial instruments that would lead to statehood, and ushered the reentry of the Jewish people 
into political history. It was there in Basel that Herzl, the man some praised and some mocked as the new Moses, 
became the leader. The book provides an overview of the history that led to the Congress, an introduction to key 
figures in Israeli history, a discussion of the climate at the time for Jewsincluding the pogroms in Russiaand a 
discussion of themes that remain relevant today, such as the Christian reaction to the Zionist idea.As political debates 
continue to swirl around Israel, this book opens a window into its founding.


