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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JAMESVery happy

Remind your students that primary sources are an essential part of today's information rich age. With Michael Nelsons 
fifth edition of The Evolving Presidency, more than 50 documents help to anchor the ever-changing presidency in 
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historical context. Seeing how presidents shape U.S. history through both word and deed, students encounter a range 
of documentsfrom speeches and debates to letters and landmark Supreme Court decisions. Every selection has its own 
headnote that is carefully crafted to convey the significance of the document during its own time and its lasting effects 
on the office of the presidency.

"This book is a great source of primary documents. I also like that each document is preceded by background 
information which provides context and meaning for students." -- Ronald Lee, Rockford University "The most 
important aspect of this book is its focus on primary documents. Such a focus allows me as faculty to craft critical 
analytical thought questions focusing on development and changes in the presidency. Student comments range from 
`Awesome!' to `Incredibly helpful.'" -- Gary Donato "I have always been impressed with this book, since I first used it 
over 10 years (and 3 editions) ago. At the time, it was the only one like it on the market. Its chief strength is in the 
selection of documents and how closely it adheres to the theme of the constitutional development of the presidency." -- 
Andrew Moore "The Evolving Presidency features almost perfect organization and editing of primary documents. The 
brief summaries that precede each section are very informative and provide important social and political context. The 
topical guide to the documents is also extremely helpful in organizing the course and placing selected readings in the 
appropriate sections. It is a concise text, yet critically important." -- Brad ClarkAbout the AuthorMichael Nelson is 
Fulmer Professor of Political Science at Rhodes College. He is also a senior fellow of the Miller Center of Public 
Affairs at the University of Virginia and senior contributing editor and book editor of the Cook Political Report. His 
recent books include Resilient America: Electing Nixon in 1968, Channeling Dissent, and Dividing Government 
(2014), which won the Richard e. Neustadt Award for Best Book on the American Presidency and How the South 
Joined the Gambling Nation: The Politics of State Policy Innovation (with John Mason; 2008), which won the V. O. 
Key Award for outstanding book on southern politics. More than fifty of his articles have been reprinted in anthologies 
of political science, history, music, sports, and English composition. 


