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Jeff Sharlet : The Family: The Secret Fundamentalism at the Heart of American Power before purchasingitin

order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Family: The Secret Fundamentalism at the
Heart of American Power:

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Thisisamust read for anyone who wants to understand politicsin
D.C.By Karen ChunThe number of influential members of the "Family" or the "Fellowship" or the "C Street Family"


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060560053

will blow your mind. Not only the conservatives you'd expect like Sam Brownback, Sen Don Nickles (R-Oklahoma),
Sen Charles Grassley (R-lowa), Sen Pete Domenici (R-New Mexico), scandal-ridden Sen John Ensign (R-Nevada),
Sen James Inhofe (R-Oklahoma),Sen Bill Nelson (D-Florida) and Sen Bill Nelson (D-Florida), aswell as Reps. Jim
DeMint (R-South Caroling), Frank Wolf (R-Virginia.), Joseph Pitts (R Pennsylvania), Zach Wamp (R-Tennessee) and
Bart Stupak (D-Michigan). What you might not know is that according to Mother Jones (in an article co-written by
Sharlott) but Hilary Clinton is also amember of this groupAlso read Sharlott's " C Street: The Fundamentalist Threat to
American Democracy” for more on this. Sharlott is a top-notch investigative reporter and what he found out will chill
you.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Chilling, gripping, and all too real.By JamesOsirisleff Sharlet
did avery interesting thing by slipping himself into thisworld. | am only glad that he wasn't drawn into it - the cultish
mentality is very easy to assume. Thisis an incredible expose of one of the organizations in Americawho poses a
genuine threat to democracy and personal freedom, all under the guise of 'religious liberty' - religion meaning
‘Christianity' and 'liberty’ meaning 'conformation to an unrealistic theocratic ideology'. The Family and other related
fundamentalist religious and ideological organizations are more real and terrifying than any 'llluminati' that conspiracy
theorists could dream of.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent first-hand, hands-on research into
one of the most ...By John J. BlossomExcellent first-hand, hands-on research into one of the most powerful and
influential organizationsin U.S. politics. Is"Jesus plus nothing" religion, or isit simply unquestioned obedience to the
powerful? The book gets a bit weaker initslater chapters, but the core of the book is spellbinding and very revealing.

They insist they are just a group of friends, yet they funnel millions of dollars through tax-free corporations. They
claim to disdain politics, but congressmen of both parties describe them as the most influential religious organization
in Washington. They say they are not Christians, but simply believers.Behind the scenes at every National Prayer
Breakfast since 1953 has been the Family, an elite network dedicated to areligion of power for the powerful. Their
goal is "Jesus plus nothing.” Their method is backroom diplomacy. The Family isthe startling story of how their
faithpart free-market fundamentalism, part imperial ambitionhas come to be interwoven with the affairs of nations
around the world.

From Publishers WeeklyChecking in on afriend's brother at Ivenwald, a Washington-based fundamentalist group
living communally in Arlington, Va,, religion and journalism scholar Sharlet finds a sect whose members refer to
Manhattan's Ground Zero as "the ruins of secularism”; intrigued, Sharlet accepts on awhim an invitation to stay at
Ivenwald. He's shocked to find himself in the stronghold of awidespread "invisible" network, organized into cells
much like Ivenwald, and populated by elite, politically ambitious fundamentalists; Sharlet is present when aleader
tells a dozen men living there, "Y ou guys are here to learn how to rule the world." Asit turns out, the Family was
established in 1935 to oppose FDR's New Deal and the spread of trade unions; since then, it has organized well-
attended weekly prayer meetings for members of Congress and annual National Prayer Breakfasts attended by every
president since Eisenhower. Further, the Family'sinternational reach ("almost impossible to overstate") has "forged

rel ationships between the U.S. government and some of the most oppressive regimes in the world.” In the years since
hisfirst encounter, Sharlet has done extensive research, and his thorough account of the Family'slife and timesisa
chilling expose. Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. One of the
most compelling and brilliantly researched exposes youll ever readjust dont read it alone at night! (Barbara
Ehrenreich, New Y ork Times bestselling author of Nickel and Dimed and Bait and Switch)Of all the important studies
of the American right, THE FAMILY is undoubtedly the most eloquent. It is also quite possibly the most terrifying.
(Thomas Frank, New Y ork Times bestselling author of What's the Matter with Kansas?)An astounding entre to a
fascinating Christian network unknown to most Americans. . . . A must-read for any American who wants to know
who is actualy pulling the strings at the highest levels of power. (Heidi Ewing, co-director Jesus Camp)Thisisa
gripping, utterly original narrative about an influential evangelical elite that few Americans even know exists. . . . The
Christian Right will never look the same again. (Michael Kazin, author of A Godly Hero: the Life of William Jennings
Bryan and The Populist Persuasion: An American History)[Sharlet] has managed to infiltrate the most influential and
secretive fundamentalist network in America, and ground his reporting in the most astute and original explanation of
fundamentalism Ive ever read. . . . Indispensable. (Hanna Rosin, former religion reporter for the Washington Post and
author of God's Harvard: A Christian College on aMission to Save the Nation)l was once an insiders insider within
fundamentalism. Unequivocally: Sharlet knows what hes talking about. . . . Those who want to be un-deceived (and
wildly entertained) must read this disturbing tour de force. (Frank Schaeffer, author of Crazy For God: How | Grew
Up As One Of The Elect, Helped Found The Religious Right, And Lived To Take All (Or Almost All) Of It Back)Un-
American theocrats can only fool patriotic American democrats when there arent critics like Jeff Sharlet aroundcareful
scholars and soulful writers who understand both the majesty of faith and the evil of its abuses. A remarkable
accomplishment in the annals of writing about religion. (Rick Perlstein, author of Nixonland: The Rise of a President
and the Fracturing of America)Jeff Sharlet provides a fascinating account of how part of American Christianity has
gone off on adangerous tangent. It should worry everyonemaybe especially those of us who understand the Gospels to



be a call to help the powerless, not prop up the powerful. (Bill McKibben, author of The End of Nature and The Bill
McKibben Reader)Jeff Sharlet is one of the very best writers covering the politics of religion. Brilliantly reported and
filled with wonderful anecdotes, THE FAMILY tellsthe story of an influential group that you havent previously heard
of, and need to know about. (Ken Silverstein, Washington editor of Harper's and author of The Radioactive Boy
Scout)A brilliant marriage of investigative journalism and history, an unsettling story of how this small but powerful
group shaped the faith of the nation in the 20th century and drives the politics of empire in the 21st. Anyone interested
in circles of power will love this book. (Debby Applegate, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Most Famous Man
in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher)About the AuthorJeff Sharlet is a visiting research scholar at New
Y ork University's Center for Religion and Media. He is a contributing editor for Harper's and Rolling Stone, the
coauthor, with Peter Manseau, of Killing the Buddha, and the editor of TheRevealer.org. He livesin Brooklyn, New
York.



