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Wayne A. Meeks: TheFirst Urban Christians: The Social World of the Apostle Paul before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The First Urban Christians: The Social World
of the Apostle Paul:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Readable and informativeBy Just a Putz in WIThis seemsto be a
landmark book on the subject of the social world of Paul, and | can see why - it's very readable, | found it informative
and enlightening, and after getting into NT Wright's new book on Paul, with all the quoting he did of Meeks, | decided


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300098618

| needed to pause and read this before | continued, and glad | did.Of course, within biblical scholarship, it's all about a
person's worldview - someone extremely conservative won't like aliberal writer (and vice versa) just because of their
approach. | felt Meeks was very even handed in his approach to both scripture and other historical methods.1 of 1
people found the following review helpful. A ground breaking treatment of the social world of Paul and his
churchesBy WaldoWhen first published in 1983, this scholarly monograph provided new insight into the apostolic
world as reflected in Paul's letters. Despite it's scholarly nature, thisis avery readable book. It is a good, biblically-
based, starting place for understanding the primary audience whom Paul addressed. It isin many ways the forerunner
of the "New Perspective" and "Fresh Perspective" treatments of Paul and hiswork. | can recommend it whole-
heartedly to pastors, students and laity. | useit to inform my treatment of Paul in my Sunday School class.0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. Good to knowBy Helen MasonGood to know this history

In this classic work, Wayne A. Meeks analyzes the earliest extant documents of Christianitythe |etters of Paulto
describe the tensions and the texture of life of the first urban Christians. In a new introduction, he describes the
evolution of the field of New Testament scholarship over the past twenty years, including new developmentsin fields
such as archaeology and social history.Praise for the earlier edition:Many readers are likely to join mein feeling that
they have never been so close to their mixed and mixed-up spiritual ancestors as Meeks helps them to be. For those
who are open to the possibility that they can find fresh angles on the familiar, this book is not only recommended; it is
urged.Martin E. Marty, Christian CenturyA much-needed authoritative study.J. L. Houlden, Times Literary
Supplement” Those with any historical bent will be intrigued by the way a story usually overlaid with thick layers of
theological speculation isunraveled. . . . And those who simply have an interest in how groupsformin any era. . . will
be fascinated by this case study of one particular community that has ramifications for understanding all other
communities."Robert McAfee Brown, New Y ork Times Book Review
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