
(Read ebook) The Fourth Turning: An American Prophecy - What the Cycles of History Tell Us About 
America's Next Rendezvous with Destiny

The Fourth Turning: An American Prophecy - What the Cycles of 
History Tell Us About America's Next Rendezvous with Destiny

William Strauss, Neil Howe 
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

#6885 in Books William Strauss 1997-12-29 1997-12-29Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 9.17 x 1.07 x 
6.13l, .98 #File Name: 0767900464400 pagesThe Fourth Turning | File size: 30.Mb

William Strauss, Neil Howe : The Fourth Turning: An American Prophecy - What the Cycles of History Tell Us 
About America's Next Rendezvous with Destiny  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Fourth Turning: An American Prophecy - What the Cycles of History Tell Us 
About America's Next Rendezvous with Destiny: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0767900464


278 of 294 people found the following review helpful. Fasten your seatbeltsBy Anand RangarajanThis is the kind of 
book I should ordinarily despise. It contains a broad arc of history viewed internally and is epic in the worst way 
possible. And yet, it is incredibly compelling for two reasons: (i) there is something to be said for viewing history from 
the perspective of generational change and (ii) the prediction made in the book (written in 1998) that we will enter a 
time of crisis around 2005 give or take a few years was spot on. In addition, minor points should be given for turning 
the spotlight on the financial world as the catalyst for the crisis of 2008.In a nutshell, the book advances the view that 
history roughly repeats itself every 80 years. Further, every 80 year period is characterized by the arrival of Artists 
(silent generation in this cycle), Prophets (boomers), Nomads (Gen Xers) and Heroes (millennials). Previous 
incarnations of this cycle ended with the war of independence, the civil war and world war II. This naturally sets up 
the denouement for this cycle which the authors expect to occur in the 2025 time frame. Each cycle is divided into 
turnings: the present one is characterized by First (High: 1946-1964), Second (Awakening: 1964-1984), Third 
(Unraveling: 1984-2008) and Fourth (Crisis: 2008-202X). From the book's perspective and Neil Howe's subsequent 
blog posts, we entered the Fourth Turning in 2008. There's nothing spooky or mystical about these cycles and turnings: 
instead the authors stress that human nature and culture seem to have these rhythms and that Anglo-American history 
is stable enough to be characterized in this manner. Other cultures may either be too stable or too chaotic to follow this 
type of pattern.Prior to the arrival of Donald Trump and despite the eerie portend of the financial crisis, I would have 
dismissed this book. Now, it looks positively prophetic. Is there any doubt now that the combination of (i) income 
inequality, (ii) the economic problems of the white working class, (iii) the culture wars, (iv) multiculturalism and 
globalism, (v) the ravages of identity politics and postmodernism and (vi) terrorism is not going to be a combustible 
mix over the next decade? And that these will simultaneously distract us from combating global warming - the clear 
threat of the next era? While I find it hard to buy into the notion that the US will face an existential crisis (as predicted 
by the book), there's definitely merit in the view that the next ten years will probably have the capability of shocking 
us however jaded we may be at the present time.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An amazing readBy 
GregInteresting analysis of history, sociology and politics that looks at the cycles of generations and the effect they 
have on both prior and future generations.A must read for everyone.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Great Read!By Robert L.Great historical perspective on the critical moments in American History that shaped our 
current climate in the USA today. The Fourth turning is coming! be prepared!

This astonishing book will change the way you see the world -- and your place in it. With startling originality, The 
Fourth Turning illuminates the past, explains the present, and reimagines the future. Most remarkably, it offers an 
utterly persuasive prophecy about a new American era that will begin just after the millennium.William Strauss and 
Neil Howe base this vision on a provocative new theory of American history. The authors look back five hundred 
years and uncover a distinct pattern: Modern history moves in cycles, each one lasting about the length of a long 
human life, each composed of four eras--or "turnings"--that last about twenty years and that always arrive in the same 
order. First comes a High, a period of confident expansion as a new order takes root after the old has been swept away. 
Next comes an Awakening, a time of spiritual exploration and rebellion against the now-established order. Then 
comes an Unraveling, an increasingly troubled era in which individualism triumphs over crumbling institutions. Last 
comes a Crisis--the Fourth Turning--when society passes through a great and perilous gate in history. Together, the 
four turnings comprise history's seasonal rhythm of growth, maturation, entropy, and rebirth.Strauss and Howe locate 
today's America as midway through an Unraveling, roughly a decade away from the next era of Crisis. In a brilliant 
analysis of the post-World War II period, they show how generational dynamics are the key to understanding the 
cycles of American history. They draw vivid portraits of all the modern generations: the can-do G.I.s, the mediating 
Silent, the values-absorbed Boomers, the pragmatic 13ers, and the child Millennials. Placed in the context of history's 
long rhythms, the persona and role of each generation become clear--as does the inevitability of the coming 
Crisis.Whatever your stage of life, The Fourth Turning offers bold predictions about how all of us can prepare, 
individually and collectively, for America's next rendezvous with destiny.

.com The Fourth Turning continues the project of mapping out the place of generations in history, a project begun in 
the authors' earlier books Generations and 13th Gen. If millennial fever takes hold, The Fourth Turning may be only 
the first of an impending wave of pseudo-scholarly tracts prognosticating future (but imminent!) doom as we 
collectively close the books on this millennium. Those expecting a serious or dry tome might be put off by the authors' 
taste for bulleted text and catchy phrasings, but can you blame these guys for wanting to make impending peril as 
exciting as possible? After all, they think we are headed toward "events on par with the Revolution, the Civil War, or 
World War II" in the next 20 years. Mixing solid understanding of present generational divisions, with some fairly 
broad generalizations, Strauss and Howe promise to move from history to prophecy. Fans of Future Shock, 
Megatrends, or Powershift will be familiar with the authors' style of writing and not at all put off by the book's reach 
or style. Their take on history provides an intriguing (if not always reliable) lens through which to view the past, 
present, and maybe even the future.From Library JournalAfter researching historical patterns, the authors 



(Generations: The History of America's Future, Morrow, 1991) conclude that America is on the verge of crisis. They 
substantiate their hypothesis by identifying and tracing a repetitive, four-stage historical cycle that, throughout 
recorded time, started on a high note and ended in hardship. Narrator Michael Tilford's polished, convincing voice and 
steady pacing lend an air of legitimacy to the authors' assertions. A brief question-and-answer session between the 
narrator and the authors at program's end provides an interactive quality that enhances the sometimes methodical drone 
of the historical analysis. Like other works of prophecy, The Fourth Turning should circulate well in public 
libraries.?Mark P. Tierney, The World Bank, Washington, D.C.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistWhat is so attractive about deterministic, cyclical theories offered to explain troublingly complex realities? 
Strauss and Howe, who staked out "generational change" as their mantra in Generations: The History of America's 
Future, 1584^-2069 (1991) and then 13th-GEN: Abort, Retry, Ignore, Fail? (1993), return to argue that the U.S. can 
anticipate a major crisis--a fourth turning--in the first decade of the twenty-first century. Regrettably, some 40 percent 
of the book's 350 pages retrace seasons of time and life, the cycles of history, and the "Anglo-American Saeculum" : 
largely a rehash of ideas from their earlier books. They discuss the U.S.' most recent three turnings: the "High" of the 
decades after World War II; the 1964^-84 "Consciousness Revolution" ; and 1984-2005's "Culture Wars." To assess 
"fourth turnings," they describe examples (England's War of the Roses, Armada Crisis, and Glorious Revolution, and 
the American Revolution, Civil War, and Depression and World War II) and then predict the kinds of catalysts and 
crises that might push the U.S. into its next "fourth turning." Strauss and Howe offer suggestions on how we can 
prepare for these challenges, but few will learn much from their standard words of wisdom. Probably a harmless 
enough brand of New Age futurism from the GOP Beltway think tanks, but aggressive marketing suggests high 
visibility. Mary Carroll 


