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Elaine Pagels : The Gnostic Gospels  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The Gnostic Gospels: 

57 of 57 people found the following review helpful. A real eye-opener.By OrchidI read this years ago right after 
graduating from high school. This book was a life changer for me. I was heavily indoctrinated in the Catholic church 
and felt that by even reading this book and daring to speculate about its contents that the church roof would fall in on 
my head the next time I went to church. Although it was close to heresy for me to read about the early formation of the 
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church, the good news is that I'm still here! The roof did not cave in on me and I continue to be fascinated with the line 
between historical, man-made doctrine and what went into the Bible as we know it now. Gnostic gospels takes the nag 
hammadi (sp) scrolls and shows that there were many gospels around the time of Christ. The fact that these gospels 
were jarred up and buried shows that they were not the favored gospels and possession was tantamount to death. Why 
were they different? Is it because these gospels talked about finding God within instead of using the priestly class as 
intermediaries? Or perhaps it was because this group of gospels treated women equal with men? Both concepts were 
diametrically opposed to the books that survived. So what else is there in these books and how exactly does a religion 
founded in blood, and reinforced by crusades and inquisitions further the true message of God? This book is a good 
place to start answering questions like that. Everyone will have their own opinion, but at least by reading the book it 
will be an informed decision.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very eye-opening!By CustomerIf you 
have an open mind and ask a lot of questions that go beyond your Bible study group and if you are ipen to explore the 
truth wherever it will lead....this book is for you.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Rhonda Mealsexcellent resource

Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all timeA provocative study of the gnostic 
gospels and the world of early Christianity as revealed through the Nag Hammadi texts.

.com Gnosticism's Christian form grew to prominence in the 2nd century A.D. Ultimately denounced as heretical by 
the early church, Gnosticism proposed a revealed knowledge of God ("gnosis" meaning "knowledge" in Greek), held 
as a secret tradition of the apostles. In The Gnostic Gospels, author Elaine Pagels suggests that Christianity could have 
developed quite differently if Gnostic texts had become part of the Christian canon. Without a doubt: Gnosticism 
celebrates God as both Mother and Father, shows a very human Jesus's relationship to Mary Magdalene, suggests the 
Resurrection is better understood symbolically, and speaks to self-knowledge as the route to union with God. Pagels 
argues that Christian orthodoxy grew out of the political considerations of the day, serving to legitimize and 
consolidate early church leadership. Her contrast of that developing orthodoxy with Gnostic teachings presents an 
intriguing trajectory on a world faith as it "might have become." The Gnostic Gospels provides engaging reading for 
those seeking a broader perspective on the early development of Christianity. --F. Hall "The first major and eminently 
readable book on gnosticism benefiting from the discovery in 1945 of a collection of Gnostic Christian texts at Nag 
Hammadi in Egypt." --The New York Times Book From the Trade Paperback edition.From the Publisher"The first 
major and eminently readable book on gnosticism benefiting from the discovery in 1945 of a collection of Gnostic 
Christian texts at Nag Hammadi in Egypt." --The New York Times Book 


