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Jacobus de Voragine : The Golden Legend (Aurea Legenda) Volume II  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Golden Legend (Aurea Legenda) Volume II: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. AS DESCRIBEDBy hypathia0077NEW2 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. which would be especially useful given the deviation from Ryan's organizationBy Santiago 
VegaThis text should not be grouped as "frequently bought together" with the William Granger Ryan translation Vol 
1. The contents do not at all match what is to be expected from that translation, which gives Vol 1 2 contents. There's 
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also no introduction, commentary, or context given, which would be especially useful given the deviation from Ryan's 
organization. His volumes give the saints in chronological order based on their feast days starting with the advent of 
Christ, which, according to de Voragine's prologue included in volume 1 of that translation is the order in which they 
were intended to be read.I would assume that translation to be superior, if only because Ryan indicates that he 
consulted at least three different versions in his translation, while this text is apparently only an "update" of the 
original 1483 English translation.

These stories have the effect of bringing the saints to life as real people. In the course of reading these stories we 
happen upon many fascinating cultural and historical topics, such as the Christianization of Roman holidays, the 
symbolism behind the monk's tonsure, Nero's "pregnancy," and the reason why chaste but hot-blooded women can 
grow beards. At the same time these stories draw abundantly on Holy Scripture to shed light on the mysteries of the 
Christian faith. Table of Contents: Joshua, Saul, David, Solomon, Rehoboam. Job, Tobit, Judith, St. Andrew, St. 
Nicholas the Bishop, The Blessed Virgin, SS Gentian, Fulcian, Victorice, S. Nicasius, St. Thomas the Apostle, St. 
Anastasia, S. Eugenia, S. Stephen Protomartyr, S. John the Evangelist, the History of the Innocents, S. Thomas, 
martyr, of Canterbury, S. Silvester, S. Paul the first Hermit, S. Remigius, S. Hilary, S. Firmin, Macarias, Life of S. 
Felix, S. Marcel, S. Anthony, S. Anthony, S. Fabian, S. Sebastian, S. Agnes, S. Vincent, S. Basil, S. John the Almoner, 
and S. Paul and of the name of conversion.


