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Philip Jenkins: The Great and Holy War: How World War | Became a Religious Crusade before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Great and Holy War: How World War |

Became a Religious Crusade:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Religion and WWIBY Jan Steinl bought this book for two reasons.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0062105140

First | have aways maintained that WW!I was the worst thing that has happened in our world. Second when |
converted to Methodism | learned the WWI extinguished the Methodist faith in England where it was born.
Methodism is now only practiced in America and the third world (where it is thriving). | wanted to know more about
this fact.Professor Jenkins does not explicitly answer my question, but he does a masterful job detailing the
relationship between Christianity and the powerful events of WWI. He is very familiar with the primary sources from
Europe and how they interacted. He seems less comfortable with the Oriental aspects of WWI relying mostly on
secondary sources. However, he shows how important the Great War was in the rise of African Christianity and
radical 1slam. He concludes by speculating whether titan change can come again.Altogether it was an excellent and
surprising exploration of religion in and around WWI0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Another great
book from Philip JenkinsBy A.J. MacDonald, Jr.An interesting look at religion, propaganda, and needless war.0 of O
people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy RichardVery good history linking the First World War and
the religious influences at the time of the war.

The Great and Holy War offers the first look at how religion created and prolonged the First World War. At the one-
hundredth anniversary of the outbreak of the war, historian Philip Jenkins reveals the powerful religious dimensions of
this modern-day crusade, a period that marked atraumatic crisis for Western civilization, with effects that echoed
throughout the rest of the twentieth century.The war was fought by the world's leading Christian nations, who
presented the conflict as a holy war. Thanks to the emergence of modern media, a steady stream of patriotic and
militaristic rhetoric was given to an unprecedented audience, using language that spoke of holy war and crusade, of
apocalypse and Armageddon. But this rhetoric was not mere state propaganda. Jenkins reveals how the widespread
belief in angels and apparitions, visions and the supernatural was a driving force throughout the war and shaped all
three of the major religionsChristianity, Judaism and Islampaving the way for modern views of religion and violence.
The disappointed hopes and moral compromises that followed the war also shaped the political climate of the rest of
the century, giving rise to such phenomena as Nazism, totalitarianism, and communism.Connecting numerous
remarkable incidents and charactersfrom Karl Barth to Carl Jung, the Christmas Truce to the Armenian
GenocideJenkins creates a powerful and persuasive narrative that brings together global palitics, history, and spiritual
crisis as never before and shows how religion informed and motivated circumstances on all sides of the war.

From Booklist* Starred * Sounding like a medieval priest galvanizing eleventh-century Crusaders, a twentieth-century
Y ale theologian urges his countrymen to buckle on Christian armor and take their place in the fighting ranks of
doughboys up against German heathens. What is more, Jenkins finds such religious rhetoric in the mouths of countless
combatants on both sides of the Great War. In Germany, Russia, Britain, America, and the Ottoman Empire, readers
hear fervid sermons urging attacks on devilish foes and promising divine deliverance to righteous warriors. Jenkins
recognizes the incongruity between ancient scriptural phrases and modern weaponrymachine guns, mustard gas, tanks,
and airplanes. Y et he finds the archaic language of godly violence pervading even officially secular France and
infecting even Americas most liberal clergy (one of whom calls for the extermination of the German people!). Readers
see how political and ecclesiastical hierarchies join forcesin rallying their followers with holy-war appeals, but they
also see how the war incubates apocalyptic and superstitious popular beliefs that fracture the elites orthodoxies.
Indeed, in what was once Christendom, these fantastic war-born beliefs incubate the pseudo-religious impul ses of
Nazism and communism, and in the world of Islam, they foster a dangerous new extremism. An astonishing chronicle
of intense piety inciting acts of terrible carnage. --Bryce Christensen This sweeping, carefully researched book makes
sense of aglobal conflict... [that] redrew the global map and reshaped al the major faithsinvolved. (Christianity
Today)An astounding chronicle of intense piety inciting acts of terrible carnage. (Booklist, starred review)Jenkins
vividly written synthesis [on World War |] belongs at the top of reading lists on the conflict. (Christian Century)In his
masterful book Jenkinsfirmly establishes that WWI did not just reshape the political landscape, but it created the
religious world we exist in today. (The Catholic World Report)A painstaking, densely layered study of atime when
religious themes underpinned the militarism and nationalism of the embroiled nations. Indeed, as Jenkins carefully
portrays, the war changed everything, from the collapse of the old order to the compromising and weakening of world
faiths. A work of intensely nuanced research. (Kirkus s)If you care about religious diversity and the role of faith in
global war and peacethen you must get a copy of The Great and Holy War. [A] unique and important look at how the
First World War reshaped global conflicts we are still wrestling with a century later. (ReadTheSpirit)As thoroughly
researched asit isreadable. Even scholars well versed in the field will learn much from this work. Possessing a
superior grasp of the political and military history, the authorpresents a perceptive and engaging view of the war
[Jenking] sets a high standard. (Anglican and Episcopal History)From the Back CoverThe Hidden Religious
Motivations That Sparked World War | and How That Catastrophe Reshaped Religion for the Next Century



