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From Thames Hudson : The Great Archaeologists  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Great Archaeologists: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Worthy book for anyone interested in archaeologyBy PuThis book 
has been a pleasant surprise. It is not suppose to be a book of archaeological analysis but rather a profile of notable 
people in archaeology. Each person is given some 3-5 pages with a brief but vivid portrayal of their life and significant 
contribution to the field. The book is full of illustrations, photos, sketches and overall, is nicely organized and 
designed. Definitely a pretty book worth setting on my coffee table for curious guests.The reader should get a sense of 
how archaeology slowly came to be the discipline it is known today through these antiquarians, scientists, curators, 
artists, historians, lawyers, priests... People from all walks of life who felt compelled to explore and understand the 
past.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Armchair adventure!By ReviewerJust the thing for a cold 
winter's night - this is a fun book to have for any fan of the 'Golden age' of archaeology - when archaeologists often 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=050005181X


really did have to have guns (leather jacket and fedora optional!) and were uncovering lost civilizations.Few people 
realize that most of what we know about the truly ancient past was only recently discovered...0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Bobbie E. CookseyExcellent.

The story of how lost civilizations, buried cities, and ancient scripts were rediscovered for the modern age, as seen 
through the lives and exploits of the great archaeologists who made these phenomenal findsThe Great Archaeologists 
takes the reader on a journey from the first attempt to establish just how ancient the "ancient past" really was, through 
the revelatory discovery of lost civilizations and unknown cultures, right up to todays search for explanations about the 
past.We meet Thomsen and Worsaae, Danish researchers and rivals, and Sanz de Sautuola and Abb Breuil, who 
astonished the world with their discoveries of cave art. Controversial figures such as Heinrich Schliemann and the 
Hungarian Aurel Stein, plunderer of ancient manuscripts from Central Asia, are given new assessments. Little-known 
pioneers such as Max Uhle in Peru and Li Chi in China are set beside the giants in the fieldfrom Koldewey, Drpfeld, 
and Woolley in the Near East, to Louis and Mary Leakey, who transformed knowledge of our African ancestry. Other 
indomitable women include Gertrude Bell, Kathleen Kenyon, and the script-decipherer Tatiana Proskouriakoff.Brian 
Fagan has assembled a team of some of the worlds greatest living archaeologists to write knowledgeably and 
entertainingly about their distinguished predecessors in this handsome volume, full of fascinating anecdotes, personal 
accounts, and unexpected insights. 201 illustrations, 188 in color

Unique in not only its scope, but also its presentation of varying personal fortunes and unique contributions to the 
field. - Ancient History EncyclopediaAccessible and often entertaining....Offers a useful overview of the development 
of archaeology....Recommended. - ChoiceThe Great Archaeologists presents an incomparable survey of the 
discipline. - CraveAbout the AuthorBrian Fagan is Emeritus Professor at the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
His many books include The First North Americans, Discovery!, and The Complete Ice Age. 


