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Thomas S. Kidd : The Great Awakening: The Roots of Evangelical Christianity in Colonial America  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Great Awakening: The 
Roots of Evangelical Christianity in Colonial America: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Informational and DetailedBy Dustin SYou're not going to read this 
book for entertainment. You're going to read it for the impressive detail and historical breadth. I appreciate the way he 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300158467


has written the book with chapters divided by subject, then chronology, rather than chronology first.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. This book is fantastic. I taught a two-part series on the Great ...By Joshua 
SoehnerThis book is fantastic. I taught a two-part series on the Great Awakening and used this as my main resource. I 
would highly recommend this book.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy David P. 
BudenbenderGreat

In the mid-eighteenth century, Americans experienced an outbreak of religious revivals that shook colonial society. 
This book provides a definitive view of these revivals, now known as the First Great Awakening, and their dramatic 
effects on American culture. Historian Thomas S. Kidd tells the absorbing story of early American evangelical 
Christianity through the lives of seminal figures like Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield as well as many 
previously unknown preachers, prophets, and penitents. The Great Awakening helped create the evangelical 
movement, which heavily emphasized the individuals experience of salvation and the Holy Spirits work in revivals. 
By giving many evangelicals radical notions of the spiritual equality of all people, the revivals helped breed the 
democratic style that would come to characterize the American republic. Kidd carefully separates the positions of 
moderate supporters of the revivals from those of radical supporters, and he delineates the objections of those who 
completely deplored the revivals and their wildly egalitarian consequences. The battles among these three camps, the 
author shows, transformed colonial America and ultimately defined the nature of the evangelical movement. 

"Thomas Kidd has gone a long way toward filling the need for a synthetic history of the Great Awakening and the 
evangelical Christianity it spawned."Richard W. Pointer, American Historical 


