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Phyllis Tickle: The Great Emergence: How Christianity |s Changing and Why before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Great Emergence: How Christianity Is Changing

and Why:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Insight into the New Generation of Church CommunitiesBy Micki
SmithWell researched; well written, and helpful insights. A good read for anyone interested in today's emerging
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theological communities.O of O people found the following review helpful. Enlightening! By Sam PatriaccaA very
difficult book to read for two reasons, new undefined terminology, and the authors continual use of archaic and dated
vocabulary.Sheis excellent in stating her thesis, and then bringing the past in to secure a thorough and pointed factual
posit to defend her point. The best part is her grasp of what IS going on in North America primarily, but the world as
well, culturally, asit tiesinto religion. The Emergence is started and upon us. As she says" the cub is now full grown"
what it does and where it goes, isfor usto watch!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Emergence
isaGreat ReadBy K. Franke HillThe world is changing rapidly -- politically, culturaly, religiously, economically, and
philosophically. Living through these enormous shifts can be bewildering. Phyllis Tickle explains what is going on,
how it fits a pattern in Western history, and give some thoughts on what the future may hold for us. Every 500 years
Western, Latinized society goes through a huge shift. During these periods we wonder anew what it meansto be
human, where authority now lies, and how to function as a people; we lose aspects of life that have been meaningful to
us even as new ways of living emerge. This book helps the reader understand what is going on and why. Very well
written, engaging and easy to understand, The Great Emergence is afine work that helps its audience find their footing
in these challenging times.

Rooted in the observation that massive transitions in the church happen about every 500 years, Phyllis Tickle shows
readers that we live in such atime right now. She compares the Great Emergence to other "Greats" in the history of
Chrigtianity, including the Great Transformation (when God walked among us), the time of Gregory the Great, the
Great Schism, and the Great Reformation. Combining history, alook at the causes of social upheaval, and current
events, The Great Emergence shows readers what the Great Emergence in church and cultureis, how it cameto be,
and where it is going. Anyone who isinterested in the future of the church in America, no matter what their personal
affiliation, will find this book a fascinating exploration.Study guide by Danielle Shroyer.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . North American Christianity is presently undergoing a change every hit asradical as
the Protestant Reformation, possibly even as monumental asits natal break with Judaism. And it's right on schedule.
Tickle, author of God-Talk in America and PW's founding religion editor, observes that Christianity is holding its
semimillennial rummage sale of ideas. With an elegance of argument and economy of description, Tickle escorts
readers through the centuries of church history leading to this moment and persuasively charts the character of and
possibilities for the emerging church. Don't let this book's brevity fool you. It is packed with keen insights about what
this great emergenceis, how it came to be and where it may be headed. Tickle issues a clear call to acknowledge the
inevitability of change, discern the church's new shape and participate responsibly in the transformation. Although
Tickle's particular focus excludes the dynamic forces of Asian, African and Central/South American Christianity, this
isamust-read for anyone seeking to understand the face and future of Christianity. (Oct.) Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Booklist* Starred * Long an astute observer of
religion, Tickle examines a phenomenon she refers to as the Great Emergence, a once-every-500-years trend within
Christianity, in which anew and more vital form of the religion emerges. She believes such a development is
happening now. To make her case, she examines the complex history of Christianity from Copernicus heretical idea
that the earth circled the sun to the sixteenth-century Great Reformation to the Catholic Counter-Reformation. She al'so
examines the effect on religion of great nineteenth- and twentieth-century cultural and socia upheavalsincluding
those wrought by Darwins Origin of Species, Faradays field theory, which became foundational for the technology we
all take for granted today; and the theories of Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung, Albert Einstein, and Joseph Campbell. She
explores the impact that the rise of the automobile has on Christian worship and church service while also making
brief foraysinto the origins of Pentecostalism, the influence of Karl Marx, Buddhism, Alcoholics Anonymous,
recreational drug use, and the changing roles of women and, hence, the notion of the traditional family, in society
since World War I1. Somehow all these diverse strands come together in a seamless fabric that, at fewer than 200
pages, issmall but full of big ideas, a remarkable achievement of synthesis and thoughtful reflections. --June
SawyersFrom the Inside Flap" The Great Emergence offers a sweeping overview of church history and locates usin a
moment of great opportunity and challenge. To some, this analysis will come as a rude awakening, and to others, asa
dream coming true. My hunch isthat thiswill be one of the most important books of the year, and will shape the
conversation among awide range of Christians for yearsto come."--Brian McLaren, author/activist"Without
exaggeration, | say thisbook isamasterwork, and it will be cited for decades to come as the most pointed articulation
of the church and Christianity that is emerging from the compost of Christendom. | don't know which | admire more:
Tickle's erudition, her brilliant writing, or her faithfulness."--Tony Jones, national coordinator, Emergent Village;
author, The New Christians As an internationally renowned expert on religion, Phyllis Tickle has incisive perspective
on the trends and transformations of our time. Here, she invites us into a conversation as she shares her reflections
stemming from not only personal faith but also decades of observation and analysis. The result is awork that meets the
challenge of chronicling a pivotal timein the church's history so we might better understand where we have been and
what the future holds. Tickle clearly lays out the gradual steps leading up to this transformation, including the



influences and effects of Darwin, Freud, Einstein, the automobile, and technological advances. She then sets her sights
on where we're going, leaving us with avision of an exciting future for the Church.Includes a study guide by Danielle
Shroyer.|Phyllis Tickle (1934-2015) was founding editor of the Religion Department of Publishers Weekly. One of the
most respected authorities and popular speakers on religion in Americatoday, she was the author of more than two
dozen books, including The Great Emergence and Emergence Christianity.



