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Brian Donahue : The Great Meadow: Farmers and the Land in Colonial Concord (Yale Agrarian Studies 
Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Great 
Meadow: Farmers and the Land in Colonial Concord (Yale Agrarian Studies Series): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Environmentally correct colonists?By customerOne of the most 
interesting books, ever. Yes, nonfiction, yes, filled with facts and figures, but colonists have been so maligned for not 
being good stewards of the land, it is refreshing to see how carefully they took care of the soil, thoughtfully harvested, 
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and shared things communally as well as private capitalism at it's finest and most honest.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Terrific environmental historyBy Nicholas GlisermanThis is well-written, methodologically 
innovative history. Donahue's book represents a major step forward for environmental history. Absolutely crucial to 
understanding the colonial period of American History. I recommend this for anybody interested in history or the 
environment.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy romulusarrived in fine shape

The farmers of colonial New England have been widely accused of farming extensively, neglecting manure, wearing 
out their land, and moving on. But did they? And if so, when and why? Brian Donahue offers an innovative, 
accessible, and authoritative history of the early farming practices of Concord, Massachusetts, and challenges the long-
standing notion that colonial husbandry degraded the land. In fact, he argues, the Concord community of farmers 
achieved a remarkably successful and sustainable system of local production.Donahue describes in precise detailusing 
among other tools an innovative historical geographical information system (GIS) methodhow land was settled and 
how mixed husbandry was developed in Concord. By reconstructing several farm neighborhoods and following them 
through many generations, he reveals the care with which farmers managed the land, soil, and water. He concludes 
that ecological degradation came to Concord only later, when nineteenth-century economic and social forces undercut 
the environmental balance that earlier colonial farmers had nurtured.

"I used The Great Meadow in my graduate seminar in American Environmental History last winter, and it was a great 
success. I think the book appealed to the students because it is so grounded in the real world of living on the land in 
colonial New England, and also because it reveals the previously ignored land wisdom of colonial farmers. This is a 
good teaching book for both graduate students and upper-level history majors."-Mart Stewart, Western Washington 
University From the PublisherAlso available by Brian Donahue: Reclaiming the Commons: Community Farms and 
Forests in a New England TownFrom the Back Cover"In this extraordinary work, Brian Donahue reconstructs in 
minute and fascinating detail the interactions of people and ecosystems in colonial New England. There is no 
environmental history quite like it."--William Cronon, author of Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the 
Ecology of New England; "Donahue knows this small New England place through the very soles of his feet. A lovely, 
sharp-eyed, and affectionate history of humans and nature in an America we have lost."-Donald Worster, author of 
Nature's Economy 


