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John Amrhein Jr.: The Hidden Galleon: Thetrue story of alost Spanish ship and the legendary wild hor ses of
Assateague I sland before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
The Hidden Galleon: The true story of alost Spanish ship and the legendary wild horses of Assateague |sland:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. | loved reading about this fascinating shipwreckBy Customer| loved
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reading about this fascinating shipwreck. It took me back to when | lived in Ocean City in the 80s. | even knew the
man who this book was in memory of so it will always have a special placein my heart:)0 of O people found the
following review helpful. Great book!By Carla S.| used this as a reference book while writing my graduate thesis. This
is A great book chock full of information.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Just OK.. was hoping for a
better lost ship story, not just lawsuits.By D. RogersCouldn't wait to get this. Appears to be out of print and hard to
find at any library. It got really tedious in some parts and was more about lawsuits than anything.

On theisland of Assateague, along the seacoast of Maryland and Virginia, thereis abreed of horses that has run wild
for centuries. Legend says they originated from along lost Spanish galleon. This centuries-old tradition is remembered
every year when 50,000 tourists descend on the island of Chincoteague to witness the annual pony swim and auction.
On September 5, 1750, a Spanish warship named La Galga drove ashore on Assateague and came to rest close to shore
and partially submerged. Her captain described her location as within two ship lengths of the Maryland and Virginia
boundary. These precise directions seduced many in the future who would choose to seek her remains. In 1947,
Marguerite Henry, wrote Misty of Chincoteague, afictional account of real people of Chincoteague and a beautiful
young pony named Misty. Her story documents the shipwreck legend that she was told of during her stay on the
island. In 1961, 20th Century Fox released the movie based on this book. In 1980, the author was convinced like
others that he could easily locate the wreck of La Galga after researching American and Spanish archives. He made no
connection with the legend of the wild horses and La Galga as they had been attributed to another ship called the San
Lorenzo. But that ship was the invention of a convincing con man. Soon, the author found himself in afederal
courthouse where the State of Maryland had laid claim to the fictitious wreck. Maryland s attorney general fought to
keep the author s evidence of the fraud out of the public record. The make-believe ship was awarded to the state based
solely on afraudulent affidavit. Now, armed with knowledge of the shipwreck legend obtained from a descendant of
an Assateague Indian and great nephew of ared life character in Misty of Chincoteague, the author's search for La
Galgaresumes, not in the ocean, but on the sands and marshes of Assateague where he discoversthat the ship s
remains are hidden in aforgotten inlet. After discovery, the author informed the public and the federal government
about the wreck's location. Federal officials declined his offer to demonstrate the discovery made in the Chincoteague
National Wildlife Refuge. In 1998, a treasure hunter claimed he had located La Galgain 20 feet of water just off the
deserted beaches of Assateague. But at the end of the litigation, all parties had to admit that they did not know where
the wreck really was. In spite of this, and at the insistence of the federal government, the Fourth Circuit Court of
Appealsin Richmond, Virginia awarded La Galgato the Kingdom of Spain. Today, that caseis being cited as
precedent by the Kingdom of Spain in its attempt to lay claim to treasure from other Spanish shipwrecks. The Hidden
Galleon at last documents nearly three decades of dramatic and bizarre events related to the real story of alost Spanish
warship and the wild ponies of Assateague Island. Named Finalist in the History/Historical Non-Fiction category AND
The Hidden Galleon, was named a WINNER in the Regional Non-Fiction category of the 2008 Next Generation Indie
Book Awards!

Anyone who's interested in searching for sunken treasure or investing in it should read The Hidden Galleon. The
author faced every state and federal law for shipwreck claimsin his battle to expose fraud and verify the location of La
Galga, a 1750 Spanish warship. The author, who started out as a treasure seeker, became a meticulous, reputable
maritime historian as he portrays the history of the ship and its connection to the popular legend of the wild ponies of
Assateague Island coming from alost Spanish galleon. - --Ellsworth Boyd, coulunist, "Wreck Facks" Skin Diver
MagazineJohn Amrhein supplies the reader with compelling evidence that La Galga could very well be the mystery
ship that brought the ponies--and hundreds of years worth of intrigue - to Assateague. The people of this region hold
their collective breath until his theories about Misty and her ancestors are sifted out of the sand and confirmed. - --
Kessler Burnett, Editor, Chesapeake Life magazineMisty of Chincoteague, the beloved children's classic, tellsthe
story of wild ponies who survived alegendary shipwreck. Now, The Hidden Galleon confirms the existence of this
ship and itsfinal resting place. The author has painstakingly researched and accurately documented the history of La
Galga, aswell as her captain and crew. The Hidden Galleon is destined to become an adult classic for the millions of
us who aways believed in Grandpa Beebe and the mysterious Spanish shipwreck. - --Ann Buskirk, English
Department, Frostburg State UniversityAbout the AuthorJohn Amrhein made hisfirst dive at the age of 14, where he
became enchanted with the underwater world. After graduation from the University of South Carolina, he resumed
diving to then become captivated with maritime history and research. He has written several articles on shipwrecks
and was an advisor to the federal court in Wilmington, Delaware on a shipwreck salvage case. Heis currently areal
estate broker on the Outer Banks of North Carolinawhere he resides with his wife and daughter.



