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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. OK but not greatBy Dr. DanInteresting cultural history but not much 
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happens, and not written as well as some other personal histories of slavery. Still, worth reading to expand your 
understanding of how terrible the institution of slavery really was, and yet how people on both sides rose above it.5 of 
5 people found the following review helpful. Mary PrinceBy Cas AlexThis is an excellent memoir, albiet painful to 
read in certain parts. This is a must-read for history buffs--particularly those interested in the Caribbean and the system 
of slavery in the British colonies.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very Important Book!By MARK S 
DENMANThis story should be mandatory for high school students (or even Jr High). First person true story of a slave.

Mary Prince was the first black British woman to escape from slavery and publish a record of her experiences. In this 
unique document, Mary Prince vividly recalls her life as a slave in Bermuda, Turks Island, and Antigua, her rebellion 
against physical and psychological degradation, and her eventual escape to London in 1828.

"I was born in Brackish-Pond, in Bermuda, on a farm belonging to Mr. Charles Myners. My mother was a household 
slave; and my father, whose name was Prince, was a sawyer belonging to Mr. Trimmingham, a ship-builder at Crow-
Lane." In this brief straight-forward, and often poetic narrative, Mary Prince describes her life of labor as a household 
and field slave was made heavier by illness and pain brought on the abject cruelty of her "masters." The text of this 
autobiography, the first by a female slave to be published, is prefaced and followed by letters written by British people 
attesting to the honor of her character and the truth of her testimony. Mary's heartfelt and unselfpitying life story, often 
so wrenching she cannot bring herself to remember or describe the details, contrasts sharply with the polite words of 
her white protectors' proclamations about the truth of her words. Moira Ferguson's excellent introduction and a critical 
afterword by Ziggi Alexander give a historical perspective to this lucid and powerful life-story. -- For great reviews of 
books for girls, check out Let's Hear It for the Girls: 375 Great Books for Readers 2-14. -- From 500 Great Books by 
Women; review by Jesse LarsenAbout the AuthorMary Prince (1788) was a Bermudian woman, born into slavery in 
Brackish Pond, which is now known as Devonshire Marsh, in Devonshire Parish, Bermuda. The published story of her 
slavery was the first account of the life of a black woman to be published in England and the book had a galvanizing 
effect on the anti-slavery movement. 


