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Alister E. McGrath : The Intellectual Origins of the European Reformation  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Intellectual Origins of the European Reformation: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Piece of Scholarly WritingBy K. DroddyWhile this book is 
written at a scholarly level it remains approachable by the student of history. A primer is necessary for one not familiar 
with the general terms, people, and movements of the Late Medieval, Renaissance, and Reformation periods of 
history. In this relatively concise work McGrath forcefully argues that the Reformation must not be viewed as a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0631229396


movement with a single, coherent cause. Instead, he posits, a series of local reforms took place all throughout Europe, 
each with their own literary and historical contexts to be examined and understood. While his book is somewhat 
lacking in scope, he does a marvelous job describing the intricacies surrounding those periods of reform originating 
with Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli. He discusses common sources of controversy, such as the interpretation of 
Scripture, which are still relevant to todays reader. Overall, this is a book which should certainly be consulted if 
gaining a critical understanding of the various intellectual developments surrounding the European Reformation is 
ones goal.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. very helpfulBy richard millerI love this book because of 
the philosophical nature and review of the good and bad philosophical roots of the Reformation. This helps understand 
the errors of the Reformers, and why they thought the crazy things they did. It also helps appreciate the good 
philosophy of theologians today such as Dr. N. Geisler. This was helpful for research paper2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Two Protestant ReformationsBy NovaSince others have offered much in their reviews, I will 
confine myself to the element from it I appreciated the most. While not entirely original, McGrath brilliantly sets forth 
the argument that there were fundamentally two intellectual origins for the two magisterial strands of the Protestant 
Reformation: Late Medieval and Humanistic. He does so in a manner that is eminently scholarly, succinct, teeming 
with good evidence and insight, and very convincing. He engages directly with the primary texts both of the major 
reformers as well as their predecessors, while also taking stock of important surrounding literature and history. Some 
readers might get frustrated at the rather extensive inclusion of original Latin phrases without translation, however this 
is not really an obstacle to comprehension as the point is typically reiterated in straightforward English. As I said, the 
basic argument is not exactly new, however this book is so far the best overall that I've found for making it.

The sixteenth-century Reformation remains a fascinating and exciting area of study. The revised edition of this 
distinguished volume explores the intellectual origins of the Reformation and examines the importance of ideas in the 
shaping of history.Provides an updated and expanded version of the original, highly-acclaimed edition. Explores the 
complex intellectual roots of the Reformation, offering a sustained engagement with the ideas of humanism and 
scholasticism. Demonstrates how the intellectual origins of the Reformation were heterogeneous, and examines the 
implications of this for our understanding of the Reformation as a whole. Offers a defence of the entire enterprise of 
intellectual history, and a reaffirmation of the importance of ideas to the development of history. Written by Alister E. 
McGrath, one of todays best-known Christian writers. 

"A significant study for those with a serious interest in Reformation thought." Reformed Theological Journal "A 
significant study for those with a serious interest in Reformation thought." Reformed Theological JournalFrom the 
Back CoverIt is widely recognized that the sixteenth-century Reformation remains one of the most fascinating and 
exciting areas of scholarship. A central and important question, raised by intensive modern research on the 
Renaissance and late medieval scholasticism, concerns the intellectual origins of the Reformation. This updated and 
expanded version of the original, highly-acclaimed edition of 1987 explores the complex intellectual roots of the 
Reformation, offering a sustained engagement with the ideas of humanism and scholasticism. McGrath demonstrates 
how the intellectual origins of the Reformation were heterogeneous, and draws out the implications of this finding for 
our understanding of the Reformation as a whole. McGrath's reading of the Reformation against its complex 
intellectual background opens up new insights into this highly significant historical phenomenon. Yet this is more than 
a fascinating exploration in the history of ideas; it is also a defence of the entire enterprise of intellectual history in the 
face of social historical approaches, and a reaffirmation of the importance of ideas to the development of history. 


