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Thomas Fleming : The Intimate Lives of the Founding Fathers  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Intimate Lives of the Founding Fathers: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting look into our Founder's personal livesBy Kindle 
CustomerOther than being a bit "wordy" in some sections, this is a very interesting compilation. It was recommended 
by a friend and I'm glad I followed through. If background on the wives of America's founders seems boring, I think 
you will be pleasantly surprised as even 200 years ago, these women were true partners of America's first few 
Presidents, not just window dressing.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Things I never knewBy Nancy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0061139130


Levine "Nancy"Interesting details about the founding fathers and chock full of information I never knew. It was 
intersting to compare it with today's age of technology when everything is out in the open. I especially enjoyed reading 
about Washington, Adams and Benjamin Franklin, one of my favorite historical figures.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A worthy readBy Ronald G. WhiteThis gives a whole new perspective to Hamilton, 
Washington, John Adams,etc. I've read several books about eachof them, but this book as new knowledge as well as 
further understanding of their lives and decisions.

In The Intimate Lives of the Founding Fathers from Smithsonian Books, historian Thomas Fleming, author of The 
Perils of Peace, offers a fresh look at the critical role of women in the lives of Washington, Franklin, Adams, 
Jefferson, Hamilton, and Madison. Fleming nimbly takes readers through a great deal of early American history, as 
our founding fathers struggle to reconcile the private and publicand often deal with a media every bit as gossip-seeking 
and inflammatory as ours today.

Thomas Fleming is one of our most interesting scholars of the Revolutionary period, and in his insightful latest work 
he does not disappoint. Focusing on the wives and women of the founding fathers, Intimate Lives is thoroughly fresh, 
frequently fun, at times touching, and always fascinating. A significant achievement. (Jay Winik, author of The Great 
Upheaval and April 1865)With his ample gifts as a novelist and his brilliant historical reach, the esteemed Thomas 
Fleming never disappoints...A remarkable achievement-- and hard to put down. (Brenda Wineapple, author of WHITE 
HEAT: THE FRIENDSHIP OF EMILY DICKINSON AND THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON)Tom Fleming 
is a rare combination - a fine historian and a fine writer. His assessment of George Washingtons relationships with 
Sally Fairfax and Martha Custis is right on target. (Peter R. Henriques, author of REALISTIC VISIONARY: A 
PORTRAIT OF GEORGE WASHINGTON)This is better than any history book youve ever read. (Curled Up with a 
Good Book)From the Back CoverAn intimate look at the foundersGeorge Washington, Ben Franklin, John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, and James Madisonand thewomen who played essential roles in their 
livesWith his usual storytelling flair and unparalleled research, notedhistorian Thomas Fleming examines the 
relationships between theFounding Fathers and the women who were at the center of theirlives. They were the mothers 
who powerfully shaped their sonsvisions of domestic life, from hot-tempered Mary Ball Washington to promiscuous 
Rachel Lavien, Hamiltons mother. Lovers and wives played even more critical roles. We learn of the youthful 
Washingtons tortured love for the coquettish Sarah Fairfax, a close friends wife; of Franklins two wives, one in 
London and one in Philadelphia; of how lonely, deeply unhappy Abigail kept home and family togetherfor years on 
end during Adamss long absences; of Hamiltons adulterous betrayal of his wife and their eventual reconciliation; of 
how the brilliant Madison, jilted by a flirtatious fifteen-year-old, went on to marry the effervescent Dolley, who helped 
make this shy man into a popular president. Jeffersons controversial relationshipwith Sally Hemings is also examined, 
reinterpreting where his heart truly lay.About the AuthorThomas Fleming is the author of more than forty books of 
fiction and nonfiction, most recently, The Perils of Peace. He has been the president of the Society of American 
Historians and of PEN American Center. Mr. Fleming is a frequent guest on C-SPAN, PBS, AE, and the History 
Channel. He lives in New York City. 


