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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Invasion of 
America: Indians, Colonialism, and the Cant of Conquest (Norton Library): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. JENNINGS ON IVASION/COLONIZATION ESPECIALLY IN 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393008304


PART IBy Peter LoebBoth Part I and Part II explain much of the ground covered elsewhere onlybetter.Especially of 
note: Part one about the character and expression ofinvasion/colonization is as applicable to the Zionist invasion 
ofPalestine. It was not intended as such but is at any rate among thebest summaries of these events (equally 
applicableelsewhere as Jennnings documents well). (Naturally adjustmentsmust be made as all historical events and 
processes are"unique" due to place, time etc.). Jennings analysis is soon target that he is often cited elsewhere.A great 
history, more than worth your time and careful scrutiny.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. a must 
readBy A. JohnsonFilled with a lot of information, very detailed that we certainly didn't learn in school. Much of it I 
had never read anywhere - the myths that comforted the European invaders and conquerors - and the American 
historians - are being exploded at last. I found it a pageturner, painful to read but gripping.3 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. first part ok, second really disappointingBy guardian to the gate of foreverPart I 4 starsPart 
II 2 starsThe two parts of this book are very disconnected. The first part is generally much better giving a broad 
overview of Colonial-Indian relations throughout the 17th and 18th centuries from a variety of different colonies. 
Ideology of of Europeans for colonizing, trade between the two cultures and land deeds as well as other aspects of 
their relations. It's pretty good but discombobulated at times because it spans two centuries and almost all of the 
colonies. It's good information and well written though.Part two is kind of strange. Throughout part one he seems to be 
saying that the Europeans and Indians had a unstable symbiosis that sometimes worked and sometimes didn't Then in 
part two he seems to be saying that the English of New England were trying to conquer the Indians from (at least) 
1636 to 1675. Now this is completely different than his first argument. For some reason he just changes his mind and 
says that the Europeans were planning an invasion. The evidence doesn't really support this. Maybe in the Pequot war, 
however he downplays the Indians role in the war and after the war he is reduced to saying whenever Massachusetts 
wanted peace that they were just waiting to slowly chip away at the Indians land. Maybe they actually wanted peace 
because they just didn't want to fight? Certainly a logical possibility that he ignores. He recognizes the inter-colonial 
rivalry but then has to find a way to dismiss it later and say that all the colonies were plotting against the Indians. 
Again this isn't supported by the facts especially after the Pequot war. He probably could have made a better argument 
if he had chosen Virginia or another place where there was much less cooperation between the Indians and Colonists. 
If you simply read the facts he researched without adding the authors bias you can easily see how he tries to sway the 
facts.Overall its not horrible but he gives you a bias view of New England Puritans seeing all laws and actions as ways 
of taking the Indians lands, instead of self defense or Puritan conviction.It's worth a read though just take his 
commentary on the second part as his own conjecture and only one way to look at the facts.

Studies the cultural devastation of Atlantic coastal Indian tribes by European civilization, particularly New England 
Puritans, and the creation of an ideology to justify the cruelty.

"An illuminating account that should stand as the corrective to American historiography that [Jennings] intended."-- s 
in American History"Jennings' achievement in this volume is considerable. . . . Studies of cultural contact in New 
England and elsewhere can now proceed in an atmosphere freed from the 'cant of conquest.'"--The New England 
Quarterly"The historiography of Indian-European relations will never be the same."--The American Historical The 
Invasion of America launched the first major salvo against the provincialism of early American historiography, and 
the book's urgency, insights, and trenchant critiques endure. Jennings shook the foundations of American historical 
inquiry to its core, exposing the centrality of settler colonialism in the making of New England. Generations remain 
indebted to his bold and relentless claims.--Ned Blackhawk, Yale UniversityAbout the AuthorFrancis Jennings (1918-
2000) was director of the D'Arcy McNickle Center for the American Indian at Chicago's Newberry Library. His many 
other books include Empire of Fortune: Crowns, Colonies, and Tribes in the Seven Years War in America and The 
Creation of America: Through Revolution to Empire. 


