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Jason Ananda Josephson : The Invention of Religion in Japan  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Invention of Religion in Japan: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent academic overviewBy AveryI skimmed this book at the 
bookstore when it came out and found that it mostly overlapped with research I have already done. At last, I am 
writing on this subject again so I decided I had to own a copy. I just wanted to affirm that this is a very well-
researched book which introduces an important topic which remains trendy in religious studies. It is backed up very 
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strongly by Japanese and Western academic consensus, but it also contains plenty of stuff that was new for me. I 
highly recommend this book to undergrads considering a religion major, as well as people who want a summary of 
various topics related to the formation of the religious category in Japan.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. This is an excellent overview of the history of State Shinto and its ...By David K GroffThis is an excellent 
overview of the history of State Shinto and its development as a tool both for control and for adaptation to 
international assumptions about religion.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful dissection of 
what is scienceBy CalvinWonderful dissection of what is science, religion, and how they interweave. A must for any 
student of Japanese religion

Winner of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion: 2013 Distinguished Book Award

"TheInvention of Religion in Japan is truly revolutionary. Original, well researched, and engrossing, it overturns basic 
assumptions in the study of Japanese thought, religion, science, and history....This book will absolutely reshape the 
field."--Sarah Thal, University of Wisconsin-Madison Jason Ananda Josephson astutely analyzes how Japanese 
definitions of religion sought to contain Christian missionary agendas and to position Japan advantageously vis--vis 
Western nations while at the same time radically reconfiguring inherited traditions and articulating new ideological 
norms for Japanese citizens.His broad erudition allows him to place the case of Japan in transnational perspective and 
to offer persuasive theoretical insights into the mutually constitutive nature of religion, superstition, and the secular. 
This study is illuminating reading for anyone interested, not only in modern Japan, but in the complex 
interconnections of religion, modernity, and the politics of nation states. (Jacqueline Stone, Princeton 
University)Written with remarkable clarity, this book makes an excellent contribution to the study of the interface of 
traditional Japanese religions and politics. Highly recommended.- ChoiceThe range of Japanese primary sources 
consulted in his book is prodigious, as is his familiarity and usage of multidisciplinary theoretical works. . . . 
Josephson has used well-documented examples of the creation of various Japanese belief systems in the modern era to 
suggest a new model for understanding the colonial past of religious studies and to provide new tools and models for 
grappling with continuing change in religious studies theory. . . . Josephsons book is erudite, informative, and 
interesting. It should be a worthwhile read for Japan scholars as well as scholars and students interested in religious 
studies theory and history.- Will Hansen, H-ShukyoJosephsons book is a highly insightful and ingenious application of 
the constructivist approach to religionthe method of reverse-engineering the clockwork that makes the concept tick in 
particular historical and cultural cases. . . . By putting the stress on invention, Josephson foregrounds this backstage 
business of making, and in doing so, he demonstrates, to brilliant effect, the novelty and power of the products that 
resulted. . . . Josephsons book will no doubt be generating further exciting inventions for some time to come. -Japan 


